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During my semester abroad, | studied at the University of Regensburg (Universitat Regensburg).

It is a comprehensive public university located in Regensburg, the fourth largest city in Bavaria.

Founded in 1962, the university offers a variety of courses and has an international community.

During the semester, | took three courses related to German culture, including a German

language course, Perspectives on German Culture, and Perspectives on Contemporary German

Popular Culture. Perspectives on German Culture was designed for exchange students and allowed

us to discuss historical topics from diverse perspectives. Perspectives on Contemporary German

Popular Culture was taught online and covered topics such as film, music, and television. It aimed

to introduce contemporary social issues in German society through modern entertainment. We




were required to submit weekly reports and a final paper based on a chosen topic. Among these

courses, | found the German language course to be the most beneficial. The university arranged a

placement test before classes began to ensure everyone was placed in the most suitable level. |

started at Al level. The course was mainly taught in English. It covered grammar, writing, and

speaking. It was not just lecture-based. Teachers also gave us time to practice real-life scenarios,

which enabled us to apply the language in the daily life.

As for my life in Regensburg, | will introduce it in four aspects: accommodation, transportation,

daily life, and leisure time. For accommodation, | lived in a dormitory with four other roommates. It

was a shared flat, so we had to share the kitchen and bathroom. There is also free laundry available

for students to use. Moreover, there were supermarkets downstairs and a small mall nearby. It is

quite convenient to live here. Monthly rent was €293. For transportation, | recommend buying the

Deutschland ticket. With it, you can take any public transportation in Germany. There was a bus

stop right in front of the building, making it convenient to travel to the university, city center, and

train station. For daily life, | usually cooked by myself, as groceries were quite affordable. For

example, milk, beer, and bread were even cheaper than in Taiwan. One cultural difference | had to

adjust to was that all supermarkets are closed on Sundays, so | had to plan ahead. For leisure time,

| explored Bavaria's beautiful natural sites such as Neuschwanstein Castle and Konigssee. The




school and the ESN student organization also hosted events. For instance, | participated in a

school-organized trip to Berlin this semester.

This exchange experience brought about personal growth as well. First, | became more patient

due to the slower administrative processes in Germany. Second, | learned to enjoy life in a more

relaxing pace. Third, | became more outgoing. | enjoyed meeting students from other countries

and travelers encountered along the way.

In conclusion, this journey is deeply enriching. For future exchange students, | suggest learning

some German before coming and setting clear goals for your exchange program. By doing so, you

can adapt more easily and make the most of your time abroad.




