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My exchange semester at Pukyong National University in Busan, South Korea, has been an incredibly
transformative journey that significantly enriched both my academic pursuits and personal growth. As a
prominent national university deeply rooted in engineering and marine sciences, the university provided an
exceptional environment for international students to immerse themselves in rigorous academic studies while
experiencing the vibrant Korean culture.

Academically, I focused on expanding my core engineering capabilities by enrolling in Introduction to
Robotic Mechanisms. This course provided a profound mathematical and practical understanding of robotic
mechanics. We delved into forward and inverse kinematics, deriving structural models using Denavit Hartenberg
parameters. Learning to manipulate transformation matrices, analyze spatial rotations via Euler angles, and solve
velocity profiles using the Jacobian matrix allowed me to bridge theoretical mechanical principles with modern
automated control systems. In parallel, my linguistic and cultural competence was reshaped by the intensive
program at the Korean Language Institute. Starting from the foundational phonetic symbols, the curriculum
logically advanced to complex grammar patterns and daily expressions. Through relentless practice, I progressed
from an absolute beginner to a level where I could confidently engage in daily conversations and compose
coherent essays, culminating in my successful graduation from the institute. Furthermore, the course regarding
learning Korean through media offered an engaging lens to analyze contemporary Korean society through cinema
and modern music.

Beyond the classroom, my extracurricular involvement became the highlight of my social life. Joining the
local university tennis club allowed me to break through initial language barriers through shared sportsmanship.
Training alongside passionate Korean peers prepared me to represent the university in the all Busan university
tennis tournament, where we achieved an outstanding third place finish. This experience reinforced the value of
perseverance and intercultural teamwork. Additionally, experiencing the annual university festival was an
unforgettable highlight, where I witnessed breathtaking live performances by top tier artists such as YENA,
FIFTY FIFTY, QWER, and Kwon Eun bi, immersing myself in the dynamic energy of the Korean entertainment
wave. Building deep connections with students from Czechia, Japan, Indonesia, and Korea expanded my global
network and fostered lifelong friendships. From wearing traditional Hanbok in historic venues to attending major




concerts, every cultural activity broadened my global worldview, leaving me with invaluable memories and a
newfound confidence to thrive in any international environment.
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