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Czech Technical University in Prague (CTU), founded in 1707, is one of the oldest technical
universities in Central Europe. Located in Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic, the
university is well known for its strong focus on engineering and applied sciences. Most of the
major faculties are in Dejvice, which makes the campus compact and convenient. Studying at
such a historic university allowed me not only to experience a different academic system but
also to live in a city rich in culture and history.

Academically, | took two courses. One of them was Software Development Technologies. The
course focused on professional Git usage, structured commit writing, branch management, and
Cl/CD practices. There were no midterm or final exams, and our grades were based entirely on
four assignments.

| also took Network Technology 1, which covered switch and router configuration and TCP/IP
concepts. The labs were conducted using Cisco Packet Tracer, and grading was based on lab
performance instead of exams. This hands-on learning style helped me better understand
networking concepts and improve my technical skills.

Life outside the classroom was equally meaningful. | lived in Strahov Dormitory, which is known



for its older buildings and student-run management system. Unlike dormitories in Taiwan,
many services were managed by a student organization. Even internet access required
membership registration and device approval. At first, it felt confusing, but it gave me insight
into how student autonomy works in a different country.

There were also challenges. One of the most frustrating experiences was handling deposit
refunds in the end of the semester. Different telecom stores provided inconsistent information,
and the process was far from straightforward. The dormitory deposit refund also required
repeated confirmation. These experiences taught me to prepare early, keep written records, and
remain patient when dealing with administrative matters.

Culturally, I noticed that Czech people tend to be more reserved compared to what | was used
to in Taiwan. At first, | felt a bit of distance, but | gradually realized it was simply a different
communication style. Once | took the initiative to speak, people responded kindly. | also had to
adjust to the fact that many shops and offices are closed on weekends. This forced me to plan
ahead and manage my time more carefully, but it also helped me understand the importance
of work-life balance.

Personally, this exchange experience changed me in many ways. Seeing famous European
landmarks in person was deeply moving. Places that once felt distant suddenly became real. |
also made friends from different cultural backgrounds. | am especially grateful for my home
university’ s buddy program. Through it, | met international students in Taiwan before going
abroad, and later we unexpectedly reunited in Europe. Meeting familiar friends halfway across
the world was an unforgettable moment.

Of course, there were lonely times—traveling alone, solving problems by myself, and
sometimes missing home. But those moments helped me grow. | became more independent,
more confident, and more willing to step outside my comfort zone.

Looking back, this exchange was not just about studying abroad. It was about learning how to
adapt, how to communicate across cultures, and how to trust myself. If given the chance again,

| would still choose to go. It was one of the most meaningful experiences of my life.



