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Rijksuniversiteit Groningen (RUG) was founded in 1614 and is located in the north of the Netherlands. It
is a research university and the second-oldest and third-largest university in the Netherlands. Groningen
has more than 30% of the population being students, and a youthful and energetic atmosphere prevails
throughout the city. The university is divided into three campuses, one in the city center, where students
from the Faculty of Social Sciences, the Faculty of Law, and the Faculty of Arts attend classes, the part of
the Faculty of Pharmacy is located near the UMCG, and the Faculty of Business Administration and the
Faculty of Science and Technology are located in the northern part of the city, in the Zernike Campus. In
addition, the school is internationally renowned for its academic research and is dual-accredited by
AACSB and EQUIS, making it a resourceful school with an excellent learning environment. Despite its
long history, the school has created a very international learning environment for its students. Many
courses are taught in English, and the school has a global network with many universities around the world
signing up as sister schools, with a significant number of exchange students, making it very friendly to
international students.

The difference between the Netherlands and Taiwan is that the school semester iis dividedinto two blocks.
Take the fall exchange as an example, from the beginning of September to the beginning of November is
block A, and there will be a midterm exam in the middle of the semester, and from the middle of
November to the end of January is block B, and there will be a final exam. For me, I chose three courses,
which were Financial Management, Work Design, and Team Process. If I compare the contents of the
courses in Taiwan and the Netherlands, I think the courses in the Netherlands are more challenging for me.
My favorite class was Work Design and Team Processes, which was related to my field of study. Our
group project was to decide on a theme and find interviewees accordingly to produce a 10 minutes or-less
podcast, which was a new and interesting experience!

Instead of school studies, the most special experience was being able to travel to 15 countries in 6 months,
which was the main reason why I chose the European country to do my exchange program in the first
place. During my travels, I became more and more comfortable in arranging my itinerary and booking
transportation and accommodation at a cheap price. In addition, I think the accommodation experience in
the Netherlands is quite special. The kitchen and bathroom in our dorm were public areas, and we had to
share with other students so I had the opportunity to meet people from all over the world.

Overall, University of Groningen is a good choice for exchange students. The study environment and the
courses are very international, which makes it possible for the exchange students to integrate smoothly.
Although the school is relatively far from other cities (Amsterdam, Rotterdam, etc.), the Dutch railway and
other transportation are convenient, going out with your friends and buying a group ticket can save the
expensive transportation fee. During these six months, I had many new experiences that I had never had
before, such as attending classes in unfamiliar environments, visiting many different countries, making
many friends, learning to live independently of myself, and creating many unforgettable memories. I hope
that I can thrive in the future by taking advantage of these experiences in the past. Lots of thank to NSYSU
for providing us with various exchange opportunities, as well as scholarship assistance, so that we can
have the chance to step out of our comfort zone and experience a brand new life. If there is another chance,
I think I would choose to exchange again!



