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DHWRB is a special college different to those in Taiwan. In DHBW, there are 4 terms a year, 3 months per
term. Domestic students go to school in the first term and go to work in the next one. This is very special
since we have nothing like this back in Taiwan. However, exchange students like me have no opportunity
to be working in German companies, so all we need to do there is to take courses and get used to the life in
a foreign country. For me, my favorite course is Lightweight Structure. The course’s lecturer used to be a
big manager in a German company, so he has a lot of practical knowledge to share with us students. In the
class, I not only learned about the specialties, traits and differences between different Carbon and glass
fibers, I also learnt about the manufacturing process and even get to touch and test those materials. As a
mechanical engineering student, I value these experiences where I get to get my hands on the things I learnt
about, and this is the reason why I enjoy this course so much.

Getting familiar with the new environment and new pace of life is also essential. For DHWB, they put all
exchange students in the same accommodation building in different apartments. We have our own rooms
and share the kitchen and toilets with 4 other roommates. I’'m happy with this arrangement because I get to
have my personal space while being convenient to socialize with other exchange students. We drink, party,

play video games and even travel together. My roommates come from different countries, for example




France, Mexico, Italy, Thailand and more, making it super interesting to live there, we get to make friends
from all over the world just in our dorm.

Due to a different way of courses arrangements, I often have a week or two without any class, making it
possible for me to travel to countries other than Germany and German cities other than the one I live in.
For me, it’s my first time booking my own flights, my own hostel and going on trip on my own. I learnt to
take care of myself, be cautious while being in a new city alone, and learnt to enjoy different cities with
different pace. In Barcelona, I need to arrange all the schedules in detail so that [ don’t miss any scenic site
I want to visit or waste time taking public transportation back and forth. While in Firenze, I only mark out
the places I need to visit on google map, in the morning I leave my hostel and enjoy my city walk. I think
this experience of living and traveling in Europe has made me more independent than I used to be. I now
have more confidence in myself that I can live a good life at a good pace even if I graduated, started working
and moved out from my parents’ house. For me, if one’s parents can financially support them, an exchange
experience can really broaden one’s sight and life experience, and most importantly, gives us a great

memory to treasure for life.




