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My time at the University of Hradec Kralové (UHK) in the Czech Republic was way more than just a
semester abroad—it was a four and a half month "reset button" for my entire mindset. Living in a
peaceful city about 1.5 hours from the chaos of Prague gave me a chance to experience the "real”
Czech Republic. | spent my days at the Faculty of Informatics and Management (FIM), which is
super modern and full of quiet spots to just hang out or study. The highlight was definitely

Professor Josef Hynek' s Project Management class. He has this amazing way of making really

complex frameworks feel logical and easy to use, which I know will be a lifesaver in my future career.

But the real challenge wasn't the course material; it was the culture shock of the classroom. Back

in Taiwan, | was used to just listening and taking notes, but at UHK, if you don’ tspeak up, you' re



basically invisible. It was terrifying at first but forcing myself to jump into those discussions gave

me a level of confidence in my English and my own logic that | never thought I’ d have.

Being on my own also meant growing up fast. | had to handle everything from messy visa
paperwork to managing the whole budget. My dorm was about 20 minutes by bus, it was in a great
spot with parks and grocery stores nearby. I Il admit, | struggled with the bread-heavy diet at first,
so | spent a lot of time in the kitchen cooking rice or hunting down Asian spots in the city center
when | got homesick. | also had to get used to the local "poker face". At first, | thought everyone
was being rude, but | eventually realized it' s just how they are—once you’ re polite and reach
out, they’ re incredibly helpful. It taught me to stop judging people by their first impression and

try to understand where they’ re coming from.

One of the best benefits was being right in the heart of Europe. | managed to travel to eight
different countries, including places like Finland, France, and Italy. But traveling there is a lesson in
patience; European trains and planes are notoriously unpredictable. | dealt with so many one-to-
two-hour delays and even some friends met last minute cancellations that | became a pro at "Plan
B". It was stressful, but it taught me that you can’ t control everything, and staying calm is the only
way to get through it. If | could give one piece of advice to anyone heading to Europe, it" s this:
just let go. Don't worry about looking silly or "losing face"—no one knows you there anyway! Use
that freedom to be brave, try everything, and lean into the chaos. If you want a modern place to
study that feels authentic and chill, UHK is exactly where you need to be. Finally, | really appreciate
having the financial support and opportunity from NSYSU and my family to have such a special

experience.



