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My exchange semester at the Czech Technical University (CTU) in Prague was an unforgettable and profoundly



enlightening experience in my life. CTU, located on the eastern bank of the VItava River, is a prestigious
institution with a long-standing tradition in science and engineering. Interestingly, students often engage in
debates over whether CTU or Charles University is the best university in the Czech Republic, highlighting the
prominent status of both schools in the local academic landscape.

During my exchange, I noticed significant differences in the teaching methods compared to Taiwan. For
instance, in CTU’s electrical engineering courses, a typical three-hour class is usually divided into two parts: a
1.5-hour lecture followed by a 1.5-hour practical session. This format allows students to immediately apply and
reinforce what they have learned through simulations or programming exercises while the concepts are still fresh
in their minds. I found this approach particularly effective for engineering education, which emphasizes hands-
on experience.

Among all the courses I took, Computer Architecture was the most rewarding. Despite its difficulty and heavy
workload, including a final exam and a project, I was deeply engaged throughout. The professor was patient, and
the course materials were up to date with modern industry trends, enabling me to grasp fundamental concepts in
a rapidly evolving field. For the final project, our group successfully developed a two-player Snake game using
the development board provided in class. This not only enhanced my practical skills but also strengthened my
ability to work in a team.

Additionally, CTU’s exam policy left a strong impression on me. In many courses, students are allowed to
choose from multiple exam sessions throughout the exam period. For instance, in Computer Architecture, five
different time slots were offered. If a student failed the first attempt, they could register for another session. I
appreciated this flexible system, which alleviated stress and gave students more autonomy in managing their
exam schedules.

Outside of academics, I also grew significantly in handling daily life challenges. The dormitory I stayed in was
quite far from the city center — the nearest supermarket was over 20 minutes away by public transport, and there
were few restaurants nearby. To cope with this inconvenience, I learned to plan my grocery runs carefully and
buy in bulk. Eventually, I got used to cooking my own meals and discovered that preparing food was far more
time-consuming than I had imagined.

Cultural differences also challenged my preconceptions. For example, Czech people often pick up bread in
supermarkets with their bare hands, and many stores do not provide tongs or gloves — something that initially
shocked me, given Taiwan's emphasis on hygiene. Another surprising aspect was how much Czech people love
beer. In fact, beer is often cheaper than bottled water, and even the university cafeteria had beer taps. It’s not
uncommon for locals to meet for a drink as early as 6 or 7 p.m., treating beer as a main course rather than a side
beverage.

The most significant transformation I experienced during this exchange was becoming more independent and
self-reliant. Living in a country with a six-to-seven-hour time difference from Taiwan taught me to take full
responsibility for my daily life, from cooking meals to planning solo trips around Europe. I became more
outgoing, developed the confidence to strike up conversations with strangers, and learned to navigate uncertainty
with a positive mindset.

Living in a non-native English-speaking environment also greatly improved my English skills, especially in
speaking and listening, and I even picked up a bit of Czech along the way.

This overseas experience not only broadened my academic perspective but also shaped me into a more adaptable
and self-directed individual. I believe the knowledge and skills I acquired during this period will serve as a solid

foundation for my future academic and professional pursuits.



Concrete Outcomes of My Exchange Experience

Language proficiency improvement: Living and studying in a non-native environment significantly
enhanced my English listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills, while also exposing me to basic
Czech.

Expanded global perspective: Firsthand exposure to different cultures, education systems, and social
norms helped develop my international outlook.

Improved independence: Managing daily life, planning trips, and handling unexpected situations trained
me to solve problems on my own.

Cross-cultural communication: Interacting with peers from around the world strengthened my ability to
communicate and collaborate across cultures.

Increased adaptability and resilience: Facing unfamiliar environments and challenges boosted my ability
to adjust and think on my feet.

Enhanced life skills: I learned how to cook, manage transportation, and navigate accommodation logistics
on my own.

International network building: I formed friendships with students from various countries, which may

benefit future academic and career paths.



