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Technische Universitat Darmstadt, founded in 1877 and located in Darmstadt, Hesse, is one of
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Germany' sleading technical universities and a member of the TU9 alliance. The university is well
known for its strengths in engineering, information technology, and natural sciences, as well as
its strong connections with industry. It also provides a highly international environment with

diverse students and English-taught programs, which made it an ideal place for exchange study.

During my time there, | took two courses: German Intensive Basic Course I/ll and Introduction to
Entrepreneurship. Both courses offered learning experiences that were quite different from what

| was used to in Taiwan.

The German intensive course was highly structured and demanding. Classes were held every
weekday morning, sometimes with additional speaking sessions in the afternoon. It felt similar to

returning to a high school routine, requiring consistent effort, discipline, and time management.




Although it was an introductory course, the pace was fast, and regular review and preparation
were necessary. As | had some basic German knowledge before departure, | was able to adapt
more easily. However, | observed that many European students progressed quickly, which made
the learning environment somewhat challenging. Overall, this course not only improved my

language skills but also helped me build a more disciplined study habit.

The course Introduction to Entrepreneurship was the most rewarding. As an MBA student, | have
taken many business-related courses before, but this course stood out. Instead of focusing
heavily on theories and case applications, it emphasized entrepreneurial thinking and idea
generation. The course helped me understand how entrepreneurs think and make decisions, and
the materials were well-organized and closely connected to real-world situations. This experience

deepened my understanding of entrepreneurship and changed how | view business education.

Beyond academics, my daily life in Germany also provided meaningful learning experiences. In
terms of food, | often cooked for myself, and | was pleasantly surprised by the availability of Asian
supermarkets in Darmstadt. For accommodation, the university arranged housing for exchange
students, which made the process much easier. Regarding transportation, the German semester
ticket allowed convenient travel, although | had to manage it myself before the semester officially

began.

The biggest benefit of this exchange experience was a change in mindset. Living abroad made
me realize that many things | once took for granted are not universal. | also had more
opportunities to practice languages, not only English but also German, which helped me better

understand different cultures.

During my stay, | also faced some challenges. For example, | never received my German health
insurance card despite multiple attempts to follow up. However, since | still had insurance
coverage, the impact was limited. Another unexpected difficulty was encountering an airline
bankruptcy before a trip, which resulted in financial loss. This taught me the importance of risk

management, such as using reliable payment methods and having backup plans.




In terms of cultural differences, | noticed some variations in hygiene habits, especially in public

transportation. Although it was difficult to adapt at first, | gradually became more accepting.

Overall, this exchange experience helped me become more adaptable and open to uncertainty.
While it may not have drastically changed my personality, it gave me a deeper understanding of

different cultures and a more positive and flexible mindset.

| truly value these six and a half months abroad. Despite the unexpected challenges and
imperfections, this experience has been one of the most memorable and meaningful periods of
my life. | would highly recommend studying abroad to anyone, as it is both rewarding and

worthwhile.




