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The University of Mannheim, located in the city of Mannheim in the southwestern German
state of Baden-Wirttemberg, is one of the most prestigious research universities in
Germany and Europe. It is especially renowned for its strengths in business, economics,
social sciences, and law. Originally established in 1907 as the Mannheim School of
Commerce, it was elevated to university status in 1967 and has since developed into one of
Germany’ s leading institutions for business education.

Various courses are provided in German or English. As an exchange student, it" s possible
to take most of the courses which are already clearly described on their separate page
designed for exchange students. Just to remember, “taking the course” and” taking the

exam” are different procedures to be noticed. Every student must register to the exam by




the deadline if they want the score of the course they take. This might be a bit to extra, but
| believe this also gives the students the freedom to choose whether to take the exam to
get the score. Even if the exam is not taken, it won’ t actually affect the score of the course
since the exam defines the final score.

Overall, | got through the final exams of both courses and still enjoyed a lot of trips during
the semester. Not only did | study hard at my dorm but also studied during my commute. |
got very nervous about the exams at first since | only got one chance to pass if | wanted an
easy and carefree summer vacation or | had to take the re-sit exam in August. Thankfully,
my hard work paid off after seeing the exam results.

Most of my time were spent on study and traveling. | went out on trip almost every week.
In such short five months, | was able to go to 20 countries either by train or plane. Those
trips were memorable even though | encountered some problems in between. | always
calmed myself down while dealing with them and the results were acceptable afterwards.
One time | got stuck in a town where | spontaneously went to because | missed a train
which just passed by me and | did not realize until | saw the screen, but it was too late. |
knew this happened before, so | quickly found new ways to get to my destination. | found
buses. Although that was unnecessary expenditure which could be totally avoided, | was
still glad that | finally got to the destination and reunited with my friends.

My life in Germany was awesome. It was a total unfamiliar environment for me at first. After
few days of discovering, | found myself integrate in their life gradually. | joined school
events to meet new people and | also got friends from different countries. They were one
of the reasons that | was able to be comfortable with the environment. They were nice and
very much into sharing their life in Germany. |, therefore, gained some useful survival skills
from them and was grateful to join their party, dinner and celebrations.

All in all, I found myself more mature mentally and physically and definitely more
independent. It was a journey that | would never forget and recommend those who still

consider it to come and experience. Maybe you will find something different in yourself.




