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About JKU

Located in Austria’s third largest city, Johannes Kepler Universitat Linz (JKU) is a public university founded in




1966. Compared to Europe’s ancient academies, JKU is youthful and modern. The campus centers on a scenic
artificial pond surrounded by greenery and minimalist architecture. The university consists of four main faculties,
which are Social Sciences, Economics and Business, Law, Engineering and Natural Sciences, and Medicine. JKU
is highly regarded for interdisciplinary research in business and technology, with its Computer Science and Al
programs being particularly distinguished. With about 15% of international students coming from over 100
countries, the campus feels like a simulation of the United Nations. Although English isn’t the primary daily
language, this created unique opportunities. | found myself engaging in more genuine interactions with locals,
relying on simple German words, which encourages both professional and personal cultural exchange.

JKU offers excellent facilities. Classrooms are modern, spacious, and well-equipped with high-quality technology
that enhances the learning experience. The campus itself is large and provides a comfortable, inspiring
environment for students. As for the course selection system, the university uses KUSSS, which works similarly
to the system used at NSYSU. Planning courses in advance is important, as it can take time to browse through all

the options and understand the schedules.

Credit System & Course Structure

The exchange program required a total of 20 ECTS. | earned 5 credits through the pre-semester program, which
included a German language course and cultural sensitivity training. During the main semester, | only needed to
take 4-5 more additional courses. One unique aspect of JKU is that not all classes follow a weekly schedule. Some
courses run intensively within a single month, such as those that start and finish in October, while others begin
later in the semester and may only include around 5 meetings. For business majors, many classes conveniently
end before Christmas, offering flexibility during the holiday season. | recommend taking few extra credits as
backups, just in case there are scheduling conflicts or course changes. Another notable point is the variety of
course formats. Some classes are conducted in smaller groups, while others (especially online courses) can be

very large, even reach up to 800 students.

Basic Academic Etiquette
Formality plays a significant role in Austrian education. It is common to greet the professor at the beginning and
end of the class with a “Danke”or “Tschiiss”, especially in smaller classes. Students also knock on the table as a

sign of respect, both when asking questions and at the end of the class to show appreciation.




Daily Life in Linz

Linz is a safe, charming city, although it is important to remain cautious and take care of your belongings. The
city is close to the mountains, which means the weather can be unpredictable. Winters can be very cold, rainy,
or snowy, so warm clothing is essential. There are a few key points to note:

1. Shops are closed on Sundays, so prepare groceries ahead of time.

2. Recycling is taken very seriously, with six types of bins (bio, metal, paper, plastic, glass, and residual waste)
Restaurant food is expensive, and tipping 10-12% is expected. Cooking at home can save a lot of money.

4. Bring sufficient cash when you arrive, as many initial expenses, such as residence registration and the
Aktivpass, must be paid in cash.

5. WhatsApp is essential. Exchange students mostly communicate through a WhatsApp group, and buddies also

share information and updates there.

Self-Reflection

In light of everything | have experienced, this exchange was more than just studying abroad. It was a lesson in
growth. Living in Austria challenged me to adapt, step outside my comfort zone, and see the world through a
different lens. The unfamiliar routines, cultural differences, and everyday interactions slowly shaped me into a
more open and independent person. What | will carry with me most are not only the places | visited, but the
connections | made and the perspectives | gained. This experience reminded me that real learning happens in
the small, ordinary moments. Taking this leap was not easy, but it was worth it. And if | had the chance to choose

again, | would take the risk every single time.




