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Introduction to ESCP Business School Founded in 1819, ESCP Business School is




renowned as the world's oldest business school and stands as one of the most prestigious
"Grandes Ecoles" in France. During my exchange semester at the Paris campus, | was
immersed in a high-level academic environment that emphasizes international diversity
and practical management skills. The school s location in the heart of Paris provided not
only historical charm but also a gateway to the European business world, making it an ideal
choice for my Master’ s exchange.

Academic Learning & Course Experience My academic experience at ESCP was both
challenging and rewarding. Among the courses | took, "Programming with Excel: VBA" was
undoubtedly my favorite. Coming from a financial management background at NSYSU, |
was used to handling data manually. This course was a revelation; the professor used real-
world corporate cases to teach us how to automate complex financial reports through
macros. Seeing a task that once took an hour be completed in seconds gave me a
profound sense of achievement. This "FinTech" mindset—combining financial expertise
with technical proficiency—is a valuable asset that | will carry into my future career,
especially for my upcoming interviews with international firms like Macquarie.

Life & Challenges in Europe Life in Paris was a journey of self-reliance. The city is a massive
melting pot, but it can be difficult to truly integrate as international students often have
their own social circles. This forced me to step out of my comfort zone and take initiative
in planning my own daily life and travels. One of the most unforgettable—and difficult—
moments was during a trip back from Italy. Due to a transportation mishap, | missed the
last flight back to Paris. With no affordable hotels nearby and an urgent need to return for
school administrative tasks, | spent a long, cold night on a bench at the airport. While it
was exhausting and stressful, it taught me resilience and the importance of staying calm
when things go wrong.

Concrete Benefits & Personal Growth The benefits of this exchange extend far beyond
the classroom. | developed a high degree of cultural adaptability, navigating through the
notorious French bureaucracy and managing local contracts. My problem-solving skills
and emotional resilience were tested and strengthened by every delay and strike |
encountered. | learned that growth often happens in the midst of uncertainty.

Furthermore, the global perspective | gained from discussing business strategies with




classmates from diverse backgrounds has broadened my worldview, making me a more
inclusive and open-minded person.

Personal Reflections & Advice To be completely honest, living in Paris is not always the
perfect dream shown on social media. The rent was staggeringly high—so high that it was
painful every time | had to make a payment. The living costs and the slow administrative
pace can be frustrating. However, looking back, | have absolutely no regrets about
choosing ESCP as my first choice. Paris is an incredibly romantic and beautiful city with
endless aesthetic inspiration. A major perk for students is that most world-class museums
are free for those under 26, which allowed me to explore art and history without any
financial burden.

To future exchange students: prepare yourself for the unexpected. There will be misty days,
flight delays, and moments of homesickness, but these challenges make the journey
authentic and meaningful. Embrace the "misty vibes" of the Parisian streets and the grit
you develop through these experiences. My time in France has given me the confidence

to face any future uncertainty with a steady heart.




