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26-1 About Ghent University

Ghent University is a world-class, open, diverse and socially engaged university, now over 200 years old,
offering over 200 programs and conducting research in many scientific disciplines. Ghent University's
credo is "Dare to think": We are heaven for brave thinkers. There are currently 50,000 students and 15,000
teaching staff. Ghent University encourages each student to seek personal growth and rewards the efforts
of students and staff.

26-2 Study abroad courses (in class)

My exchange department at Ghent University is the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration.
According to the requirements of the exchange school, I studied 24 ECTS this semester. Students are able
to choose courses before the start of the term, and can modify the course selection within two weeks after
the start of the term. After the two course selections, they must fill in the learning agreement form and
send it to both schools. Ghent is the Dutch-speaking area of Belgium. Most of the courses offered by the
school are mainly in Dutch and I do not speak Dutch, I mainly choose English-taught courses.

26-3 Living and studying abroad (extracurricular)

language:

Belgium is a country with three official languages, French, Dutch and German. Before going abroad, [ was
anxious about what to do if I could only speak English in Belgium, but in fact, I was over concerned.
Whether it is Brussels, the French-speaking area or Antwerp, the Dutch-speaking area, everyone will
switch to English communication in a friendly manner.

Weather and clothing:

Belgium has a temperate maritime climate, and it is a very special place. It can be said that it rains almost
every day in winter, the rain is usually not very heavy, but there is another thing that is very special. The
wind is very strong all year round in Belgium, so it is recommended that you gear up in the winter. Since I
am afraid of the coldness, I usually wear heating clothes, heating pants, coats, outer pants, down vests,
down coats and scarves. In addition, whether it is winter or summer, remember to buy windproof and
waterproof jackets, because it rains too frequently and the wind is very strong, even if you want to hold an
umbrella, you will be blown away, so you will end up like the locals, only wearing windproof and
waterproof jacket as rain gear. Belgium in summer is relatively gentle. Although the wind is still strong,
there are obviously more sunny days than in winter. The good weather in Belgium is really nice, there will
be a beautiful light blue sky without a cloud and with a beautiful orange sunset. But the summer in
Belgium will come a little later. Taking the summer of 2023 as an example, the warm weather that can
wear short-sleeved shorts to go out will be around mid-June.

Accommodation:

Ghent University provides school dormitories, and the location is very ideal for management students,
because Ghent University uses the entire city as its campus. For the management courses | have taken, the
teaching classrooms are all within ten minutes walking distances. However, according to friends from the
Engineering College, the departments of the Engineering College are relatively far away, and it takes a
long time to walk, so it is a better idea to rent a bicycle. The dormitory is divided into two options: single
room and single suite. I chose the single suite, and the monthly rent is 481 euros (including water and
electricity). The dormitory provides a common laundry room, kitchen and living room. The room is very
spacious, with personal bathroom facilities, single bed, wardrobe, desk and bookshelf partition, and a
personal refrigerator.

Transportation:

I usually go everywhere in Ghent on foot. Ghent is actually not that big. It takes only 20-25 minutes to
walk from the dormitory to downtown Ghent, so I usually enjoy the scenery while walking. The main
transportation in Ghent is bus and tram, 2.5 Euro for a single trip, and you can get on and off all buses and



tram within an hour. There is also an APP (De Lijn), on which you can buy ten coupons for a total of 17
euros, so that you can take a ride at a discounted price of 1.7 euros for a single trip.

Belgian trains have discounted prices for students, you can also apply for a student-specific commuter
ticket (Student Multi), which allows you to go back and forth between Ghent and Brussels 5 times within
49 days at a price of 1.43 per trip.

26-4 Specific benefits of exchange/training (please list them in detail)

» Enhance adaptability: The living environment in Europe is actually very different from that in Asia.
Things that we think are abnormal but Europeans are accustomed to often happen. You will be very
uncomfortable at first, but slowly you will also start to adapt to understand it.

» Communication skills: Different countries and cultures have different ways of expression and
communication, SO in many cases, it is necessary to learn to understand the ideas of both parties and to
adapt and communicate.

* The ability to deal with problems alone: I think this is the biggest challenge for a person going abroad for
exchange. In Taiwan, there are many friends and family who can give you advice and teach you how to do
it. However, while abroad, in many cases, family and friends may not be able to help, and in the end it will
be necessary to face and solve the problem alone.

26-5 Thoughts and Suggestions

If you are considering coming to Ghent for exchange, it is highly recommended to have the ability to speak
Dutch, although everyone outside the school is very friendly and willing to communicate in English. But in
the university, although the courses are taught in English, there will be many group reports in the
management school courses, and there must be opportunities to make reports with local people. From my
own experience, I am the only foreigner in the group of 2 of the 6 courses, but there are two completely
different atmospheres. The first group is the cross-cultural marketing class. All the team members in this
group are very friendly. Everyone will know each other at the beginning, and they will communicate in
English as a group, and they respect each other's opinions. But in another group, it seems that I am not so
lucky. Although the course is also taught in English, the group discussion is only in English at the
beginning, and gradually it is in Dutch from the middle of the semester, so it is highly recommended the
later coming students to take the Dutch language course offered by Ghent University, to avoid the
awkward situation of being unable to communicate.



