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(= ) English reflection report

Emlyon business school, founded in 1872, is one of France’s top business schools with Triple Crown
Accreditation (EQUIS, AACSB, AMBA) and consistently ranked among the top 20 in the Financial Times
European Business School rankings (14th in 2023). The school emphasizes practical learning and
entrepreneurial thinking under its “early makers” philosophy. The highly international faculty and strong
corporate partnerships provide students with cutting-edge knowledge and industry connections.

During my exchange semester, I took four courses: Managing Strategic B2B Relationship, Introduction
to Data Analytics & Business Intelligence, Innovation & Technology Venturing, and French A1 - Beginners.
The B2B Relationship course was especially rewarding, featuring guest speakers from companies like Dupont,
Bacardi, Wella, and Audemars Piguet, providing valuable real-world insights.

Introduction to Data Analytics & Business Intelligence was another standout. Combining BI theory with
hands-on Tableau practice, the course greatly improved my data analysis and visualization skills, highly
applicable to future work.

Pre-departure preparation was key. Many administrative steps, like CAF (housing subsidy), bank
accounts, insurance, and mobile plans, could be handled online beforehand, reducing stress after arrival. In
France, adapting to everyday life — cooking, shopping, adjusting to local schedules — took time. French
language barriers were also an initial challenge, especially for administrative matters. Over time, daily life
became smoother, boosting my confidence and problem-solving abilities.

Key benefits of the exchange included improved cross-cultural communication, stronger data analysis
skills, better understanding of European markets, enhanced flexibility in unfamiliar environments, and
expanded international networks.

Housing was the main challenge. The French rental system differs from Taiwan: tenants must purchase
their own insurance, and landlords typically charge a non-refundable cleaning fee (30-80 euros). Housing
quality varies widely. Some friends found great deals, while others (myself included) rushed into less-than-
ideal rentals. In hindsight, I would recommend staying in temporary accommodation for 1-2 weeks upon
arrival to secure better housing.

Adapting to the slower administrative culture in France taught me patience and flexibility. Additionally,
the rise of Al tools like ChatGPT and translation apps was a major help in navigating daily and academic
challenges, and I’ve since made these tools an integral part of my routine.

Coming in the autumn semester (second term) brought unexpected advantages: fewer tourists, calmer
city life, stable prices, and safer conditions. Though fewer exchange students meant less social activity, for
independent travelers or those seeking more flexibility, it’s an excellent choice. Future students should
consider their preferences when choosing which semester to attend.

Lastly, I sincerely thank National Sun Yat-sen University and the College of Management for this
invaluable opportunity. My time in France has been an unforgettable experience, enriching my global

perspective and personal growth.
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