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Reflection Report:

A. Nanyang Technological University (NTU Singapore) is located in Singapore and is a well-known research
university in Asia. The campus is beautiful, and the university has a highly international learning environment.
NTU has a strong reputation in engineering, technology, business, and science. Its courses emphasize the
combination of theory and practice, and students are encouraged to participate in discussions, projects, and
teamwork. Through this diverse learning environment and interactions with students from different
countries, | was able to broaden my international perspective and improve my cross-cultural communication
skills.

B. Regarding my academic learning at NTU, because | was a little lazy, | only took three electrical engineering-
related courses. However, overall, | felt that the difficulty level was not too high. At least, passing the courses was
not difficult, and the requirements were even slightly lower than those of the required courses in the Department
of Electrical Engineering at National Sun Yat-sen University. Before the final examinations, the university also
arranged a one-week study period for students, so there was generally enough time to prepare. In the middle of
the semester, there was also a recess week, which allowed students who had fallen behind in class or simply
wanted to take a break to have some time to catch up and rest.

The course that benefited me the most and that | liked the most was an electrical engineering elective called
Radio Frequency Circuit. This course was similar to an advanced version of the Microwave Engineering course
offered at my home university. It helped me understand more systematically what preparations and components
are needed when antennas transmit and receive signals. This topic may also be related to what | will study in
graduate school in the future. | have always been interested in this field, and the instructor taught at a moderate
pace, so the course content was not too difficult. Whenever | had questions, | could also ask the instructor
directly. Many of the calculation problems in the course were also related to situations that we may encounter in
industry in the future. Finally, this course was not difficult to pass. As long as students studied a little and took
the exams seriously, the instructor would generally allow them to pass. Overall, whether students want to learn
something useful or simply earn credits, | highly recommend this course, especially to those who may want to

work in analog IC design, antennas, microwave circuits, or RF-related fields in the future.



C. Regarding what | learned from daily life, | think that apart from the cost of living in Singapore being about 1.5
to 2 times higher than in Taiwan, many other aspects were not too different. The requirement for English ability
was also not as high as | had expected. Because | had quite a lot of free time, | was once invited by members of a
local Christian church while walking around campus. | joined them for meals, listened to their sincere prayers,
sang songs with them, and made some local friends. The church members often provided free meals and were
willing to help others for free, regardless of whether the person was a believer or not. However, they also hoped
that people could believe in Jesus.

Overall, living in Singapore felt quite similar to living in Taiwan. However, there are two things that impressed me
deeply. First, Singapore’ s public transportation system is truly convenient. Almost every place can be reached
by taking buses and the MRT. Second, every restroom provides toilet paper. Except for some restrooms in tourist

areas that charge about 0.5 Singapore dollars, most public restrooms are free to use.

D. Specific Benefits:

1. Ithink the main benefit was that | had the opportunity to experience studying abroad. Although
Singapore is also an Asian country and the cultural shock was not extremely strong, | have to say that the
prices there still surprised me a little because many things were quite expensive. To be honest, | spent
most of my time abroad traveling and having fun. If | really have to say what | learned outside the
classroom, | am not sure if | can clearly point it out. Perhaps chatting with others in English from time to
time can be considered one kind of learning. However, | truly realized the difference in school resources. |
have never thought that National Sun Yat-sen University is not good, but NTU is indeed very well-funded,
and the teaching quality is also much higher. Only through comparison did | realize that there is still a gap
between the two universities. Overall, having a different experience was valuable, and if | had the chance
to choose again, | would still choose to study abroad.

2. This experience also helped me train my independence. Although | think | am already quite independent,
living alone in a foreign country still creates a certain kind of pressure. After all, if something goes wrong,
I can only rely on myself to deal with it. Many small and large matters in daily life, including problems that
| would not normally encounter, had to be handled by myself. | would also like to complain a little here:
opening a bank account at DBS Bank in Singapore was really troublesome. | had to visit the bank about
four or five times before | finally succeeded, and | estimate that the whole process took about one and a
half months.

3. lalso had the chance to experience NTU’ s courses. | have to say that the local professors taught very
well. Their explanations were clear and easy to understand, and the concepts they taught were important
and practical. They did not spend too much time on unnecessary details. In addition, their teaching
system was well-organized and had its own standard procedure. It was different from my experience at
National Sun Yat-sen University, where students often need to rely more on themselves to learn many
things. Therefore, | think NTU’ s overall teaching plan is very well designed. More importantly, the exams
were not too difficult but still had the ability to distinguish students’ performance. As long as students
studied a little, they were unlikely to fail. However, getting a high grade might actually be more difficult

than at National Sun Yat-sen University.

E. As for difficulties, | think the biggest difficulty | encountered was during my solo trip to Malacca, Malaysia. At



that time, | trusted Gemini too much and went to the wrong bus stop. As a result, | arrived at the correct long-
distance bus station five minutes late and missed my bus. The ticket cost about NT$500 and was non-refundable.
Buying another ticket was also troublesome because | had to go to another bus station that was about 1.5 hours
away from my location, and | was not even sure whether tickets would still be available.

At that moment, | felt a little overwhelmed and even considered giving up the trip and going another day.
However, | had already planned my itinerary and paid a deposit for the hotel, so | decided to continue. | bought
another ticket and finally arrived at my destination five hours later than originally planned. Although my plan was
seriously disrupted and | was in an unfamiliar place, | eventually managed to reach my destination successfully. |
would also like to add that Malaysia was actually quite fun, and in some ways, | found it more interesting than
Singapore.

F. I did not experience much cultural shock, but the cost of living in Singapore did surprise me. Fortunately, I lived
in a dormitory, which cost only about NT$14,000 per month, including water and electricity. If | had lived outside
the campus, the rent would have been at least NT$24,000 per month, and water and electricity would not have
been included. Food was also quite expensive. On campus, it was difficult to have a filling meal for less than
NT$120. Outside the campus, it was also hard to find a meal for less than NT$150. Prices in tourist areas were
even more unreasonable. For example, a 580 ml bottle of Coca-Cola cost almost NT$90. However, the average

income of local people in Singapore is also much higher.

G. | do not think my personal characteristics changed much. As for personal growth, | am also not very sure.
Sometimes | feel that | was more like traveling and having fun for four months. Perhaps | did grow, but not
significantly. In terms of life experience, maybe I still do not have enough experience. Sometimes | feel that |
should be more assertive and not be afraid to reject other people’ s so-called kindness. In the future, | will try to

be more determined in saying no to things that | do not truly like.

H. Since | was born into a middle-class family, the scholarship did not really change my willingness to study
abroad. However, it did somewhat reduce my guilt about spending extra money from my parents.

I. To the donors of the scholarship, | truly feel grateful. As | grow older, | realize more and more that most things
in life should not be taken for granted. Being able to receive help and support from others is because of their
kindness, but they are not obligated to help me. Although | may sometimes forget to be thankful, | still feel

deeply moved by the kindness and support | receive from others. For everything that | once took for granted, |

should always remain grateful.




