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Studying abroad at Technische Hochschule Nirnberg Georg Simon Ohm in Germany was a

truly enriching and transformative experience. Located in Nuremberg, a historic city in

central Germany close to Munich, the university is known for its practical and industry-

oriented education. Unlike traditional universities (Universitat) in Germany that emphasize

theoretical research, “"Hochschulen” focuses on applied sciences and vocational skills. The

campus facilities are spread across the city but remain accessible and convenient for

students.

Among the courses | attended, Personnel Management was the most impactful. The

professor encouraged interactive learning, starting with open discussions on key concepts,

followed by lectures and group case analyses. What made it particularly rewarding was the

diversity of perspectives shared during group work with German and other international

students. Having studied Human Resource Management at my home university, | initially

expected the content to be repetitive, but | was pleasantly surprised by the different




teaching approach and practical content—such as how to calculate staffing needs—that

added new value to my knowledge.

Outside the classroom, daily life in Germany was equally rewarding. | spent time shopping

at various supermarkets, including Asian stores and local chains like DM and Rossmann,

which helped me improve my cooking skills. | also appreciated the long summer days and

often joined fellow exchange students for walks along the river or visits to historic castles

and museums. These activities deepened my appreciation for German culture and history.

The study abroad experience brought several concrete benefits. My English communication

improved significantly through daily interactions with students from diverse backgrounds. |

also picked up basic phrases in German, Korean, and Polish, expanding my linguistic and

cultural awareness. Living abroad made me more independent, enhanced my problem-

solving abilities, and taught me how to adapt to different cultural norms and challenges.

Of course, there were difficulties along the way. Initially, | struggled to make an appointment

for city registration because the official website was in German, and information was limited.

Fortunately, a local student mentor helped me navigate the process, which taught me the

importance of seeking help when needed. Another challenge occurred when a train delay

jeopardized our flight, forcing my travel companions and me to take a costly taxi ride. That




experience was a lesson in always preparing backup plans when traveling.

Cultural shock was also present. | occasionally encountered racist comments on the street

and had to deal with roommates whose hygiene or eating habits differed greatly from mine.

I learned to handle such situations with calmness and communication, realizing that cultural

understanding requires patience and empathy.

Looking back, the most significant growth | experienced was becoming more independent,

calm under pressure, and confident in expressing myself. | also learned how to be

comfortable spending time alone and reflecting on my thoughts. I highly recommend future

exchange students to learn some basic German before departure, either through language

courses or self-study apps like Duolingo. It will make the onboarding process and daily life

much smoother.

In conclusion, this exchange was an unforgettable journey. Despite my initial anxiety about

living in a foreign country, | discovered that many challenges are manageable once faced

head-on. The experience not only expanded my global perspective but also helped me grow

personally and academically. | will cherish the memories and friendships made during this

time for years to come.




