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The University of the Ryukyus is Okinawa's only national university, located in southeastern Okinawa (Nishihara-
cho, Okinawa Prefecture), situated between Okinawa's two major cities (Naha and Okinawa). While not in the city
center and lacking nearby train stations, making transportation somewhat inconvenient, the university is
renowned for its strengths in marine science, island agriculture, and Asia-Pacific cultural studies, and is also
known for its advantageous geographical location. The University of the Ryukyus comprises faculties of
Agriculture, Engineering, Law and Literature, Education, Science, an International Education Center, and a
Broadcasting College. It offers facilities including a student cafeteria, swimming pool, sports fields, gymnasiums,
a fitness center, and various student dormitories. International students primarily reside in the International

Exchange Hall and Chihara Dormitory, and attend classes at the International Education Center.

Before the start of the semester, the school conducts a Japanese proficiency test, and students are placed into
classes based on their test scores and teacher interviews. Therefore, most students are assigned to classes
suitable for their level. My Japanese level is slightly above beginner (A2, minimum A1, maximum C2), so in
addition to regular Japanese classes, there are also kanji and grammar classes available. For those at a higher
level, there are courses in writing, listening/reading comprehension, and business Japanese, so language learning
isn't a major concern. Besides language classes, | highly recommend Akamine's classes: Okinawa Culture and
Okinawa History. Her teaching style is relaxed and fun, and she arranges field trips to visit Okinawa's historical

sites and cultural sites, which is a great experience for international students.

The International Education Center has an organization called GCC that promotes international exchange. They
regularly organize exchange activities, such as parties, cultural experiences, or language forums/corners. If you
have time, try to participate. The people there are very friendly and welcoming, and you can meet many

international students, including students from the University of the Ryukyus.

Besides, international students often hold parties in their dorms or drive to the beach together. This is especially
true at the University of the Ryukyus, where there are many Taiwanese students. So, there's no need to worry

about feeling lost in an unfamiliar foreign country; everyone helps each other and celebrates festivals together



(like having a barbecue together for the Mid-Autumn Festival and making dumplings together in the dorms

during winter break), making it a very warm and welcoming place.

* Improved Japanese and English skills: Despite my limited Japanese proficiency, | chatted with other
international students (mostly Europeans) in English.

* Significantly improved cooking and other life skills: Even with the depreciation of the yen, eating out was still
relatively expensive, so | cooked and managed my household at home almost every day.

* Made many friends: Not only Taiwanese but also friends from all over the world, including Spain, France, and
Germany.

* A more complete cultural experience than in-depth travel: Many people travel to Japan, but the experience of

traveling and living there is completely different. Highly recommended.

I went to Osaka for New Year's Eve. When | was returning to Okinawa after the holiday, | missed the direct train to
the airport because | wasn't familiar with the Japanese train system. | ended up missing my flight and had to buy
a new ticket at a high cost. Since my flight was in the morning, | had already woken up very early and hadn't
overslept. Sleeping at the airport the night before didn't seem like a perfect solution. | already knew | should
familiarize myself with the station beforehand or even hire a local guide, so | decided to adjust my mindset. |
immediately decided to stay an extra night, booked a cheap capsule hotel, and unplannedly spent an extra day

sightseeing — which | later found very worthwhile.

The buddy system at the University of the Ryukyus is very strict. It's generally difficult to develop a friendship
with your buddy. Perhaps because of the salary, Japanese buddies are primarily business-oriented and only
willing to assist the students they're assigned to. | was initially quite surprised because in Taiwan, people help
each other and don't care whose buddy you are, and are willing to be friends with your buddies. However, | think

this is just Japanese culture; you just have to figure it out yourself or talk to other Taiwanese students.

| became more willing to chat and communicate with foreigners and had more courage to venture beyond

Taiwan. As my exchange program was about to end, | even considered working abroad in exchange programs.

In conclusion: Overall, I highly recommend studying at the University of the Ryukyus in Okinawa.

First, even though many people have likely visited Okinawa before, perhaps even more than once, due to its
proximity to Taiwan, | still highly recommend living here. It's an outlying island of Japan, and in some ways, it's
similar to Taiwan's outlying islands like Kinmen or Penghu. The overall living atmosphere is very comfortable; the
weather, the residents, the roads, and the scenery all feel like a vacation. Stepping out of the classroom allows me
to immediately change my mood, and for the past six months, I've experienced almost no stress.

Secondly, the cost of living here is relatively low, not only compared to other countries but also lower than
mainland Japan. For international students, even with scholarships and grants, it's still best to save money
wherever possible. So, getting a lot of experience for a small price is a wonderful thing. Because the school is
located in a remote area, not having a car is like not having legs. During my six months in Okinawa, | rented a car
to commute, and it only cost me NT$5000 per month including insurance. In Taiwan, that would probably only
last three days, haha... Finally, regarding dormitory life, | was lucky enough to get the International Exchange Hall

instead of Chihara Dormitory through the lottery. It had all the amenities | needed; except for the washing



machine and dryer which had to be used in the hallway, the room had everything: a bathtub, gas stove and range
hood, a large refrigerator, a balcony, and even a brand new mattress and bedding. My six months there were very
comfortable and relaxing. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to live in Japan. Thank you, National Sun Yat-sen

University, and thank you to myself for trying.



