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I am glad that I can participate this exchange program thanks to the collaboration between two school in
Germany and Taiwan, and I am privileged to be able to stay in Germany for half a year and do all these
traveling thanks to the financial support from my family. I am fortunate enough to stay abroad for some
amount of time, during this 7-months stay, I get to choose different courses which are not available in my
home university and comparing different education system and teaching method. Meanwhile, study with
other classmates from other countries together, allow me to see things and interpret differently while
encountering with different opinions based on different background, which is an interesting experience for
me.

Apart from the study, meeting people, living there for around half a year and traveling also play an
important role for the whole exchange experience. Darmstadt is quite an international place comparing to
Kaohsiung or Taipei, the proportion of foreigners within the whole population can be up to 20%, therefore,
there is quite a good chance to meet different people with different nationalities and backgrounds, and
having a conversation or make friends with them, which can be fun and learn some fun fact about different
cultures from them and also expand my horizon.

Besides staying in Darmstadt, there is some time that we can use to travel around to the nearby countries, |
see this as a good opportunity to travel, since I might not get this amount of time to explore one place for
such a long time. After all the traveling, I would say this is the part I like the most of the exchange
program, I not only can finally visit some places with my own eyes instead of on the screen, but also get to
know lots of people from the whole world along the trip, and learn many interesting fun facts that I
probably never heard before during those guided tours, and definitely learn more about places with their
cultures and histories in this continent of Europe.

Besides all the fun parts, living in a foreign country with an unfamiliar language environment, there are
lots of trivial stuffs from the school and the government must be done. And not every exchange student all
lives together, instead we are all spread out in the whole city, because of that, feeling lonely and homesick
happens from times to times. Due to the high cost of living, we also need to cook for ourselves, instead of
eating out for every meal, this takes time as well. At the time I was there was winter, which is cold, getting
dark quite soon and not enough sunlight, which somewhat affect one’s mood. All above are some of the
challenges that the international students need to face.

To conclude, after all those challenges and all the fun experiences, I’m sure it somehow gives me a
positive impact and gets me ready for the life I’'m about to face, it is surely once-of-a-life-time experience,
and it expand my horizon by learning that there are many opportunities and things to do and places to visit
outside Taiwan. I hope other students can also have the same opportunities to go abroad and stay there for
a while to experience the differences.



