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Like most exchange students would say, go exchange is the best thing in their life. | have to say going to UVic

was the best decision in my life as well.



The first thing | learned from this trip is — “Give everything a try.”

After | got the admission from UVic, | decided to live a completely different life there. | tried lots of activities
that | have never tried, and | did lots of things that | would never do in Taiwan. All those things ended up in a
wonderful way. | have never thought about those things would be so interesting. Like | have never been to any
house party before, but | did it almost every week there. | have never tried backpacking by myself, but |
travelled lots of places on my own during exchange. | had never thought about that | would go exchange in my

life. After | tried it, | really love it.

The second thing is “Do everything as soon as possible, because you can only control this moment.”

My exchange was from 2019 Fall to 2020 Spring. | have no idea | should feel lucky or not, because | met Climate
Strike, Hongkong Extradition and Coronavirus. | am able to witness these big things happening around me and |
can even be a part of them. | was on the street to fight for climate change, tons of people were gathering in
front of the parliament and fought for the earth. | was able to see Hongkong anti-extradition protesting, seeing
lots of Chinese were cursing and staring those protesters. And the most terrible thing is, COVID-19, | was
planning to travel north part of Canada in April and May, but | ended up taking last AirCanada’s flight to Taiwan
on 27" March. | have no choice but finish my exchange in a sudden. | still have lots of thing on my bucket list
that | really hope | can do in Canada. Now | have to keep them until the next time | visit there, probably after 3
years or 4 or 5. No one would know it could happen, but | could have finished these trips earlier this year. So

that | wouldn’t miss them.

The last, “Your life can be changed only by yourself”

Thank to the 22's me who made this decision to go exchange.

Now | am able to travel lots of countries by myself since | have enough experience from backpacking. Now | am
able to speak English fluently. | am able to communicate with many people all around the world. Now | have so
many friends in different countries, | will have a local guide when | visit Thailand, Spain, Germany, Korea, the
Netherland, U.S and Canada. Now my map will no longer be only Taiwan, | can see this world. All the people |

met, the memories | gained and the experience | got have an important impact to my life. Appreciate it!

June 9 2020

Howard
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