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In this semester, I got a chance to be an exchange student in EM-Lyon Business School, EM-Lyon is well known
as a cradle of brilliant entrepreneurs and change-makers. Furthermore, EM-lyon Business School had obtained
many international academic certifications such as EQUIS, AACSB and AMBA, that brings EM-Lyon high
competitiveness as well as international reputation.

In most of the courses, professors prefer to separate students from the same countries and areas, cultural
diversity make us to know each other well and learn to communicate, negotiate, respect and accept cultural
differences.

I encountered the first cultural shock when I was walking around in Saint-Etienne, the city where the branch
campus of EM-Lyon located in. It was about 6 o' clock in the evening, at first I was surprised to found that
there’ s no one in every restaurants and fast food shops at this time, why? Then I found crowds of people
in the tavern drinking alcohol drinks, for Europeans, their dinner time start after 8 p.m., usually 9 to 10
, the deeper the night, the more lively the city would be.

When I was traveling in some countries, I found that Europeans value manners in daily life, when you go into
a place, no matter a shop or a restaurant, “good evening” or ” bonjour” can be a good habit in the beginning.
When we got lost or need someone to helped us, we used to start with “hello?” , “excuse me?” , actually
it 1s not really polite, when I was asking for the platform in the train station, a man correct me, asking
me to say “good morning” first. I think that if you use the proper greeting in the beginning, people might
be more friendly to you and have a higher chance that people would be willing to help you.

What do I learn through this long journey? I think the first thing is about the confidence to speak English,
the environment will force you to speak, and you have to speak English to get adapt. In the first day of
orientation week, I felt like I had spoken a year amount of English that I would speak in Taiwan. I felt anxiety
and restless at first, but I knew that I need to conquer this obstacle so that I could survive in this new
environment. I plucked up my courage to speak, to chat, although not so fluent, tried to make people understand
what I am talking about and build the communication gap.

When it comes to going study abroad, people may be nervous at first, try to be open-minded! Do not hesitate!

Go out and see how wide the world is, and you may find that the advantage of Taiwan is beyond comparative!
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