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Technische Universitidt Darmstadt(TU Darmstadt) is a historical science and technical university which 1s in Hessen in
Germany. It 1s one member of TU9, which means top nine science and technical university in Germany.

It is included 13 departments and my major is mathematic. In mathematic, they don” t have too many classes taught in
English, and most of them are German. Beside these departments, there is one language center and every students can
attend the classes if they want to improve their language skills.
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1. Language Courses

We have one German Intensive Course in September before we start the semester. It is from Monday to Friday and we
have two exams need to be passed to get the Al certificate. After that when the semester begin, then we can choose A2
course directly. Besides German course, I also chose English course every semesters in order to improve my English
speaking skill. I found that it is a good chance to meet and make a new friends because the teachers will let us know
each others by a lot of different games or activities. Therefore, language courses are my favorite courses because it 18
relaxed, interesting but you can learn as well.

2. Mathematic Courses

My major 1s Mathematic. The learning style between TU Darmstadt and NSYSU are different. Even they have same
basic courses name are the same, but the context would have a large different. Therefore, I decide to relearn the
courses called “ Analysis” and “Linear Algebra” . The courses in Germany will teach a lot compared in Taiwan
and including more proof. Beside the regular lecture, it has exercise classes. In terms of exercise classes, we need to
discuss with our classmates to finish 2-3 group exercises. If we have some problems, we can ask the teaching
assistances directly in class. If we don” t finish our group exercises in the exercise classes, we can finish it by
ourselves at home. After 2 or 3 days, the teaching assistances will put the solutions online. However, compared to the
exercise classes in Taiwan, the teaching assistances will teach us the process to solve this problem or show us how to



prove it directly rather than let us to think about it beforehand. I prefer the method in Germany because we have the
time to think about it beforehand, it can make us used to think a lot of methods rather than we only know one way to
get the solution. Beside group exercises, we have homework as well. We need to get the specific percentage of the
homework in order to attend the finial exam. If we pass the final exam, then we can get the credit points of this class.
However, 1t 18 so hard to pass the exam in TU Darmstadt.

3. PE Classes

In TU Darmstadt, PE classes have no credit points, it just give students a place and a chance to exercise, so most of
classes need to pay some fee. However, most of German love exercises, so there are a lot of people attending the
classes even it is not for free.
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1. Traveling

First time going to another country, it is a exciting experience for me. At the beginning, honestly speaking, I don’ t
know how to book the tickets, how to make a plan, how to solve the problems if we encounter the emergency. How to
book cheaper tickets and the best moment to book it 1s the treasure that I learned this year. Besides booking the tickets,
I also need to know how to make the schedule be better(easier to travel), how to find a cheaper hotel and it is safe at the
same time. It looks not too hard, but it definitely need time to accumulate more experiences.

2. Cooking

When I was in Taiwan, [ didn” t have too many experiences to cook. But when I come to Germany, I need to learn
how to cook because it 1s too expensive to go the restaurant every day even every meals. At the beginning, I only know
how to cook instant noodles, make fried eggs and cook rice. However, it is so terrible that if I don” t know how to
cook the hometown dishes, so firstly I decide to learn how to cook by looking up the recipes, buy some ingredients
from the supermarket secondly. Fortunately, I successfully cooked a lot of dishes, such as chicken wings with cola,
chicken soup and fried chicken, especially during the coronavirus pandemic. Besides cooking hometown dishes, I also
cook with my foreign friends to learn more foreign dishes, such as German traditional cakes, green sauce(grune sosse),
currywurst, Japanese sushi, Korean pancake, Hungarian dishes and Chinese dumplings. By introducing different dishes,
we get to know more different cultures and foods in different countries and we get closer due to making different foods
everytime.

3. Joining Activities

TU Darmstadt has three main groups to hold different activities every day. The activities are so diversity. In addition,
most of the activities are for free, so I spend a lot of time to join them. For example, introducing different cultures,
meeting new friends in a caf’ e, going hiking or climbing in another city, visiting German traditional company,
visiting European Parliament in France. We can choose different activities depends on our interests and schedule. We
can meet new friends in every activities and get different information, that” s the reason I love to join the activities in
TU Darmstadt.
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1. Improving my foreign languages

When I was in Taiwan, [ didn” t need to use English or different languages to communicate with others, so I didn” t
have too many experiences to speak English. When I went to Germany, I need to use English to communicate with
each other because [ didn’ t have any knowledge about German. However, due to unfamiliar with English for 2 or 3



years, [ couldn’ t speak to my friends fluently at the beginning. On the other hand, my friends couldn’ t understand
me. But after for a long time practicing, I can talk more and more fluently.

Besides English, I learn German as well. In daily life, if [ don’ t know German, it is so inconvenient to live in
Germany, so I force myself to learn it. Therefore, before I leave Germany, I can understand some basic German
conversation.

2. Experiencing more cultures

I experience a lot of German cultures this year. The typical famous German culture is  “scrupulous attention to

detail” , especially their government office. They just follow the regulations to do everything. Compared to the attitude
to the foreigner in Taiwan, it 1s not so nice in Germany, to be honestly. If you have problems, you need to ask them by
yourself, then they will help you. But you will seldom see the smile on their faces when they answer your problems
even you go shopping. The most impressive for me 1s their attitude toward Covid-19. When the coronavirus pandemic
started, their government recommended people to store the foods for 10 days, and if someone infected, the doctors will
give them medicine to cure them, but if the symptoms are not too serious, the patients will quarantine themselves at
home rather than stayed in the hospital in order to ensure the serious patients have the place to cure in the hospital. It 1s
so shock to me.

3. Making friends with other countries

Making friends with other countries is most important thing in Germany. I make friends come from Asia, Europe,
Africa and America. Due to the different countries and cultures, it 1s a big surprise when we get together. I realize that
something we thought is normal and basic, but it might be unnormal for another person from another countries because
they never see that before. So finding something different is most interesting thing when I make friends with other
countries.

4. Personality changing

I think their activities 18 so interesting compared to Taiwan because I can get something new. I can meet some new
friends, get a lot of new information that I didn’ t know before and I feel so glad after I join it. For these reasons, |
love to joining the activities and making friends which I didn" t care so much about it before. I feel ' m more
confident and optimistic now.

5. Dealing a lot of stuffs more carefully

I think more detail and carefully compared before and do a lot of decisions by myself.
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This year, I make a lot of friends, experience a lot of different cultures, and encounter a lot of strange things as well.
The most important thing is I learned how to deal with the problems by myself. If you asked me, what are the top three
memorable things in Germany, [ will tell you thatis “friends, weather, atmosphere” . If I didn” t have friends in
Germany, I believe I would not have this amazing and wonderful memories. The weather in Germany 1s totally
opposite. It 18 so cold and sometimes have snows in winter, and it 18 extremely hot for only two weeks but after that, it
is cool and comfortable. However, I really love the weather is super dry and not too hot because [ don’ t need to stand
for sweating in summer, and I love to build a snowman in the snowy day as well. The weekend is a holiday in Germany.
People will not need to go out for work, they can take a rest and spend time with their family, so a lot of German will
g0 to the park for picnicking or go hiking in summer. They will go snowing in winter. They really love outside
activities no matter their gender compared to most of Taiwanese. That' s the aspects and reasons that I love their
cultures and lifestyle. It 1s definitely a wonderful and great memory for me in the whole life.



