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26-1 School Introduction

Portland State University is located in Portland, Oregon. It is a city with a
lot of friendly people. The school is not far from downtown and it is easy to
reach by walking or taking the tram. There are many buildings in the school,
the one that impressed me the most is a building called viking center. It is a
sports competition venue and there are many auditoriums. A lot of sports
competition often held there. Portland is also famous for the food truck
culture. Not only are there a lot of food trucks gathering together in downtown,
but there are also food trucks with various foods inside the school. There is a
row of cherry trees beside the football field. When | was leaving the University
of Portland, it was just the time that the cherry trees in full bloom. A row of
cherry trees make the campus more colorful and beautiful.

26-2 Studying abroad courses (in class)

| went to the University of Portland for two terms. At the first term, | took
two mathematics related courses about statistics and probability and personal
financial planning and investment. At the second term, | took financial
engineering, linguistics, and mathematics about proof. At the first term, | just
entered a new environment and was still adapting to it. Therefore, in the
beginning, | was having hard time catching up with the professor on the Math
courses. However, at the second term, the unfortunately event happened. The
serious epidemic situation forced me to return to Taiwan to take the courses
remotely. | originally thought that online courses would reduce the
effectiveness of learning, but because the professors put a lot of efforts on it, |
think that online learning has increased my enthusiasm of studying.

26-3 Life and study abroad (extracurricular)

| joined the badminton team in my spare time. At first, | just wanted to
exercise. However, | make a lot of friends on the badminton team. Also, we
usually went out for dinner after the badminton team practice time. There’s
often a lot of matches with other school. It's a great team and spending time
there is so happy.

| did not travel much because of the epidemic. The first trip was to Hood
Mt, which is about an hour and a half drive from the school. This place is
famous for skiing. There are many routes to the ski resort and | felt like | still
wanted to ski after a whole day! The second trip is with a Japanese girl. We



drove to the south first and went to a seaside to drink the most famous
Chowder soup and walked along the beach. Then we went to our destination,
Thor's well. It is a sea cave created by the forces of nature. At the high tide, it
will appear a hole and looks like it is sucking the seawater. It is a three-hour
drive away from the university, but it's really worthwhile.

26-4 Specific Benefits of Exchange/Training (please list in list)

1. Be more courageous to express my thoughts

2. Mathematics: Know how to think about proofs, not formulas

3. Finance: Learn more about U.S. stocks and investment and financial
management skills

4. English: In a full English environment, the ability to speak English can
improve quickly
26-5 thoughts and suggestions

Although the original six-month exchange was shortened to three
months, | still learned a lot. Not only did | see a lot of differences from
Taiwan's education, but | also experienced local customs and cultures in life.
Whenever | had questions, the people there were always willing to give me a
hand. They all answered me patiently or helped me. It is really a friendly state.

The situation of the epidemic forced me to return to Taiwan. | think the
school implemented some policy toward exchange students a little too slow. |
think when the epidemic began in Taiwan and not yet happen in the U.S, the
university should first plan to have policy helping exchange students.



