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The University of Regensburg, Germany is a long-established research university located in
Regensburg, Bavaria, in southeastern Germany. The transportation here is really convenient. It is
quite close to several major cities in Germany, such as Munich and Nuremberg, which can be
reached by train in one and a half hour. Regensburg has a comfortable weather and safe security!
Because it is a city rich in historical relics, many tourists from all European countries often come
to admire the beautiful buildings and streetscapes.

I think beside the main courses in the university, the courses which I've gained the most benefits
was the German language courses! | have participated in the language courses from the
beginning of the summer language intensive course to the end of this semester. | think it really
helps my German study!

In addition to the school curriculum, there are also many interesting aspects of student life in the
university. However, due to the pandemic in the first half of the semester, many social events,
international student parties, etc. were canceled due to the strict restrictions during the
lock-down. But because | live in an international dormitory, | have more opportunity to
communicate and make friends with a lot of students from all over the world!

During the exchanging time in Germany, the city was under lock-down due to the pandemic for
half a year, so in many cases, one need to face the loneliness during that period especially for a
foreign student from a country so far away. When | first came, | didn’ t understand the language
that much . | had difficulty understanding many things at first, and | didn’t understand what
others were saying to me. | had to look up the dictionary whenever | saw the new German words.
Making friends with German was not that easy at the place. However, | feel this situation has
been improved a bit . | think the key to everything lies in the word "active"! You need to be more
active in this kind of situation.

When | first came to Germany, | was not used to many things. In addition to language, the
customs in Germany are also completely different from those in Taiwan, especially the way of
getting along with each other. | thought that when | first came, | always had the mentality that |
could make many German friends, but only after facing the real situation did | realize that making
German friends is another lesson to learn. In Taiwan, you may meet new people once or twice,
and if you have a common topics, you may call each other a “friend”. Germans are not as
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enthusiastic as Taiwanese. They tend to be more “individual”. It usually takes a long time to
break into the German circle of friends. They are more accustomed to the circle of friends they
have known for a long time. Germans are also relatively passive. | am a "foreigner" who is not
fluent in German. When | first came, | thought it was so difficult to make German friends. Faced
with such a situation, | often joked with my Taiwanese friends and lamented that Germans are so
difficult to get along with and why they are so cold. But later, after getting used to the German

culture more, | find that you are the one who must be very proactive and making friends will be




easier. many. Take the initiative to start conversations with Germans, talk about things they are
interested in, and even try to chat with them in your unfluent German, don't be afraid of

embarrassment, | think it is one of the ways to resolve such cultural shocks!

I have lived in Germany for nearly a year, and | feel that this year of overseas life experience has
really brought me a lot of changes and growth. Whether it is personal traits or values, the life
here brought me certain changes. In terms of personal characteristics, | think the biggest change
should be independence and initiative! During the period of living abroad, which happened to be
the epidemic period, many trivial things in life must be solved by yourself, because besides
myself, my family and friends are all in Taiwan. No one can reach out to me immediately. In
addition, being proactive and generous | think that is where my personality has changed the
most. | found that one of the most important keys to meeting European and American friends is
being generous and proactive. As long as you behave cheerfully and generously, you will naturally
have many opportunities to meet new people and friends from all over the world!

| think the scholarship provided by the university makes me want to go abroad for exchange.
Because studying in Europe and the United States itself is a huge expense. For those families
who are not that wealthy, scholarships really help those students who want to make an exchange
program in Europe and the United States. It helps reduce a lot of financial burden for studying
abroad! Scholarship helps overseas students to pay a lot of living expenses,for example,the house
renting fee and the medical insurance. The help of the scholarship allowed me to fulfill my
dream of exchanging in Germany within the range of my own budget!

I think this exchange program in Germany gave me a lot of gains, not only in terms of the
practical improvement in German language, but also in terms of life experience! After leaving
Taiwan, | discovered how big the world is, many new things, and new friends, different values
surrounding us! This period of life in Europe will definitely make me unforgettable forever!




