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Baden-Wiirttemberg Cooperative State University is a dual-system university with multiple campuses,
and the one we exchange with is located in Ravensburg. The dual system means one semester at school
and one semester at work, which means that local students attending this university have a contract with a
company, and they are interviewed at the company before entering the University of Baden-Wiirttemberg.
What is more enviable is that their tuition fees are paid by the company and they are paid during the
working semester. The length of the semester depends on the department, for example, the business school
is a three-month semester (for our exchange students it is a three-month semester), and the hotel
management is a six-month semester. Because of the special semester system, those who choose to
exchange for two semesters can meet two different groups of local students. Unfortunately for exchange
students, even if we choose to exchange for two semesters (six months), we will not be able to experience
a corporate internship, as mentioned above, local students will find their own jobs and then apply to this
school, so the school will not help with job matching. I did not take a lot of classes because I did not have
a shortage of credits and I did not have to pay a credit fee for the exchange, so I can provide my experience
in most of the classes. I would also like to give some advice to those who want to take this school in the
future, that is, if you see a class you want to take, take it. Some classes are intensive, some are weekly, and
some are seven weeks in total, so it depends on the class you choose. When you go to an unfamiliar place
for exchange, the transition period is really quite emotional at first because of the difference in language.
For example, we had to take a bus to go to the supermarket, there was no bus to the city after 8:30 pm, and
we had to use google translator in every place, but because of that, all these experiences would become
unforgettable memories after the exchange. Because I went abroad during the epidemic, I experienced the
glory of not opening bars and nightclubs in foreign countries and then the unsealing of masks for everyone
back before the epidemic, and I also experienced that the attitude of foreign countries towards the
epidemic is quite different from that of Taiwan.

1. Independence

Living abroad is actually more life chores need to deal with, plus before going abroad to deal with
insurance visa-related things, although these are not very difficult, but there are still a lot of documents
need to deal with.

2. Get to know culture of each country

Because of the epidemic, there are actually fewer exchange students than before, but I personally think the
advantage is that I can get to know a person better and understand their habits and culture, such as most
Europeans are used to taking a shower before going out; Asians are very reluctant to sunbathe, but the
Europeans I know love the sun and want to make their skin bronze; Germans are really very disciplined,
even if there is no car on the road late at night and they are not feeling well. Even if there is no car on the
road late at night and they are not feeling well, they will still wait for the red light; Mexicans like to eat
mangoes with chili sauce, in short, all countries have very different cultures, I can only say.

3. Speak English

We come from different countries, communication is mainly in English, at first it is really more afraid to
speak, but after getting used to it, also because in Europe, English is actually not their mother tongue,
sometimes the accent from Europe can also improve their listening skills. However, sometimes I envy the
high similarity between Spanish and Italian languages, they can even speak their own language and still
understand what the other side is saying.

4. Travel and experience European countries

The biggest advantage of the exchange is that it is very convenient to visit European countries, and this
also includes scheduling, booking hotels, booking transportation and being a good travel companion. I
used to think that I am not a particular traveler, but after these six months, I have visited many countries
and cities and met many different people during the trip. Unlike Taiwan, which is a small island, it is not
too difficult to go anywhere. [

I don't think I really encountered much hardship while living abroad. At most, I had to look for alternatives
because the train was delayed, or I almost missed my flight because I took a train in the wrong direction,
but because I understood the inaccuracy of German railroads and was afraid of any mishap, I would leave



early and take the early train, so it didn't cause too much trouble. ]

I think it was more like a cultural exchange than a culture shock, after all, the world is so big and there
must be many different cultures. But I can share one interesting thing that I found. Usually, when
Europeans eat bread or sandwiches, they take the food out of the paper bag and eat it, while Taiwanese eat
it with the paper bag. Another interesting thing is that it took me a while to get used to the fact that I had to
go to the WC to fill up water in school, unlike Taiwan where there is a water fountain to fill up water, and
now that I am back in Taiwan, I have to get used to the fact that the water from the faucet is undrinkable. I
am really glad that I did not cancel the exchange opportunity, because these six months are still very
surreal when I look back on them. Although Taiwan is really far away from Europe, unlike the exchange
students in France, Italy, Spain and other European countries where they feel it is easier to meet in the
future, I still believe that one day we will be able to meet in person again.



