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Duale Hochshule Baden-Wiirttemberg Ravensburg is located in a small city, Ravensburg, in the south
of Baden-Wiirttemberg. It is the place where the popular table game company, Ravensburger, started.
Students in this school have a different study pattern from those who are in traditional university: to become
a student here, they have to be employed by a company. For a quarter (which spans 3 months) they go to
class; for the next one they go back to work in their company, and the switch goes on until they graduate.
Programs in DHBW are run on the focus of practicality. Here there are less major that students can choose
than in traditional university: management and media design are the two main major in Ravensburg. As for
the campus, school buildings are separated in the city center, and the dorms, mostly sharing flats, are located
in residential area.
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During exchange, I took 5 curses in total: Selected Management Topics ~ Principles of Intercultural
Management ~ Tourism Management ~ Cultural Aspects of Germany and German for Beginners A1.2. Among
these five, the two that impressed the most are Tourism Management and German for Beginners. In the prior
one, we looked into the tourism history, the industry, and also multiple forms of tourism. What interested me
a lot was the visit to a hostel. In one of the class, the teacher brought us to a hostel in order to see how a
section of tourism industry operates. As for German for Beginners A1.2, since I’ve been learning German
for several semesters in Taiwan, this class did not really improve my German. Yet, I really appreciated that
the teacher taught German in German. Although it did confuse my classmates, this is the reason why I chose
to finish the whole course. After all the chance to practice speaking and listening a foreign language is not

common back in Taiwan, and gladly, I have more confidence in speaking German after the class.
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I spent most of the time when there are no classes on traveling (and even spend more money on
traveling than any other expense.) I visited 7 countries, 30 cities in total. I learned a lot from every part of a
trip, including researching, planning the details, and completing the plan; yet, the most important above all
is to see one’s own capability. A huge part of my traveling in Europe is done by myself. For times I took
night buses for more than 10 hours or booked hostels to save money, and of course, scaring things were
always part of the trip. For example, almost got extorted by strangers, arrived in an unfamiliar city and
found my 30-kg suitcase is broken, or stopped by pedestrians and been asked “Do you have Coronavirus?”
These all amuse me when I recalled them after I returned Taiwan. Furthermore, I am grateful and glad that I
brought myself through those obstacles.
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Another thing that I cherished a lot while doing exchange is the chance to know people from all over
the world. Around October, exchange students of our school had a trip together to Oktoberfest in Munich. At
the end of the trip, we got on a wrong train and no one knew it until the last stop. (The last stop is so rural
that there’s no staff there.) At that exact moment everyone freaked out. Some of us started to be very
emotional, some were comforting those who’re emotional, some tried to google and a few went to see if
there’s anyone that we can ask for help. It was not until 8 am in the next morning that we arrived our dorm.
It was as if seeing how people with different cultural background deal with problems, which is quite

interesting. Without going on exchange, I wouldn’t have a chance to experience this cool journey.
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To experience a different llfestyle- Exchange program gives one a chance to be sunk in a totally different
culture. By situating myself among people in another corner of the world, I can experience life in another
way, and even gain new values, new understanding of myself and new attitude toward my life.

To step out of the comfort zone- Every single task regarding to exchange, from visa application, to buying
plane ticket and looking for direction in a foreign country, is totally new, which is a good opportunity to
push oneself out of the comfort zone. Before the exchange program, never had I visited Europe in my life.
Berlin Wall, Eiffel Tower or Westminster, whatever is European seems nothing but things so far away from
me. Thanks to the decision that I made months ago, I finally got to see them by myself. What I learned
through this trip is that: however far a place is, if you are willing to step out of the comfort zone, will be no

longer far anymore.
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Except gaining new experience, the most valuable things in this trip, I would say, are the time that I

can get along with myself and the opportunity to introspect about my life. It is quite scary for me to make
difficult decisions after staying in my comfort zone for too long, and this is the reason why I chose to go on
exchange in the last year of my undergraduate study. With this five-month graduation trip I’ve got a chance
to think about my past and future goals. “Challenges are what make life interesting” is what I learned
through exchange. Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to my school, the committees, and OIA for

providing me this program.
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Excursion to Rhein fall, held by the international office, DHBW
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Found Taiwan'’s flag on the Christmas tree right in front of Charlie Checkpoint, Berlin Germany



