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- Introduction

This is a report about the exchange program during which I went to Aix-Marseille Université (AMU),
France for studying physics at 2023 fall semester. I'll first give some information about AMU, then talk
about the life there, and then some personal thoughts and notes.

- About The School

AMU is a multidisciplinary university that has its campuses in mostly Marseille and Aix. The physics
master program (also called Fundamental Physics program, FunPhys) took place in Marseille, a city which
has diverse ethnic groups and prosperous trade due to the vicinity of the Mediterranean Sea. It also has
some serious safety problems, but since it's mostly involved with the gangs, you don't have to worry too
much.

The department of physics of AMU has a lot of research fields and even multidisciplinary labs, therefore
the courses are really fundamental yet quite diverse. Also, since Marseille is near to the ITER
(International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor), there are many informations and courses about
nuclear fusion.

- Study...

For the first semester of the FunPhys program, there are long working hours and not many choice for the
course. There is the theoretical courses (including the lecture, Cours Magistral, aka CM, and the practice
class, Travaux Dirigés, aka TD) and the lab courses. There is also some workshops in the beginning of the
semester and a French language course.

For the theoretical part, the French are more focused on the whole theory rather than showing the
calculations. Two professors will be responsible for every courses. In the CM classes, a professor will
explain the theory in a more abstract way. Then, the other (or the same, it depends) professor will be taking
us through all the practice sets in the TD classes so you don't have to worry that you don't understand the
CM contents. As for the lab courses, I think the school tried really hard to fit the whole course into a short
period of time. The focus is more on understanding what the experiments are about as a whole than the
actual steps of the experiments. In general, the professors know a lot of the history of physics, the
reference books, and have their own thoughts on the subject.

The workshops are the more interesting part since it gave us a lot of time to try to do projects, and it started
at the beginning of the semester so it wasn't too stressful. It is more about the practical side such as
learning the machine communication and writing in LaTEX. I think it's good to learn the basics of the
practical stuff so that you can understand the principles better.

-...and Life

A typical day in AMU starts from 8 in the morning til 4 in the afternoon. There is a 2-hours-long lunch
break in the middle and it's usually the time for having some conversations with classmates or professors.
There is a student set in the school restaurant which costs only 3.3 euros for a meal. And you also have
various discounts if you are under 26 years old in the price of the tickets of museums and public transports.
I hanged out with the international students the most, and this is how we saved our money. For example,
we usually go to the free dinner night every week.

Despite the long class hours, there was still some time for doing your own stuff. Since the campus is near
to the Vieux Port, you can spend your time staring at the sea in the evening. I also had some drinks with
my friends and talked to know more about each other. There was a week of holiday before every exams,
you should definitely plan first on what to do on these days. Also, the thing I spent most of my time on
everyday was doing the chores. After all, it's my responsibility to keep the dorm clean and to have a nice
space to rest. It also made me feel calm when there were a lot of things and I didn't know which to do first.



-My Thoughts on the Exchange

I think it's a unique experience to live and study in a foreign country. I learned to be independent and
taking the responsibilities of taking good care of myself. The experience of being a foreigner also makes
me empathize with the foreigner in Taiwan more. I care more about the international news because I have
international friends now. And I also care more about the people beside me since I understand the
importance of the supports they gave me and I appreciate them. All of the above make me more of a caring
person.

From the perspective of developing professional skills, France is a place that's important in the
development of both physics and math. I think they have different traditions in teaching and learning. I
learned different interpretations of the same concept here and could also share my experience with others.
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