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Going on exchange has always been one of my to-do lists in my life. Even all the procedures before the
application for an exchange student happened so quickly! Now I still can’t believe I’ve already finished
my exchange program at UU.

Now I look back on the exchange life in Utrecht, everything was like what I dreamed of! Despite there
were some problems I encountered when I lived there, everything was solved in the end. Since I had
traveled to the Netherlands a few years ago, I didn't feel too unfamiliar with everything. Actually, I’'m so
relaxed and gained weight in no time.

During the first two months of the exchange, I spent more time focusing on experiencing life, studying,
visiting museums, attending school events, spending time with my roommates, and only visiting two
countries. Although I spent lots of time studying, I still felt quite struggling to catch up with the course.

In the middle of the year, I started to travel around with my friends who did exchange with me in the
Netherlands and my friends from other countries. We traveled through Southern, Central, and Northern
Europe and came back with lots of photos, memories, food, and postcards.

Being tired of traveling all the time after the Christmas break, I learned to slow down and seize the rest
few days in the Netherlands, as I didn't know when I would be living there again. During this time, I
visited more cities in the Netherlands (more cities and hidden gems that tourists won’t visit), and going on
a city tour in one city helped me to understand more about its history and past.

On the day of Chinese New Year’s Eve, I strolled around the square which often has some stallholders near
the city center, and happened to have a small talk with a barista for around 15 minutes, then I found out
that I enjoyed meeting people through this way. There is still another thing I do! I going to the annual
conference of the Fintech industry in Amsterdam (which brings me to explore different fields I don’t really
know), and going to Rotterdam to see the architecture that I had always been interested in, or taking a slow
walk around a city and taking beautiful pictures when I saw a landscape and angle of light that I liked.
Hugging my roommates as they were leaving and promised to meet each other one day in a corner of the
world.

The last part of my exchange was one of the most impressive and unforgettable moments of my journey,
and [ was so sure of what I wanted my life to be like in the future that it was great to look back through my
photo album of tens of thousands of photos! If you have taken the first step of going on an exchange, you
will find that there are so many unknowns in your future to explore!
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