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English Summary:

Last year, | decided to head for Japan to realize my dream of experience life in Japan. Unfortunately, covid-19
influenced the world a lot. That is, we might be here at bad timing.

In the beginning, we were asked to stay in the dormitory for 2 weeks. When we finally finished quarantine and
thought that we were not allowed to go to school, the state of emergency had been released. Then, we were
asked to take the online course, which is similar as being segregated again. So, we even had no chance to make
Japanese friends last semester. Although some people last semester invited us to some activities, | was still
unsatisfied with the situation. Sometimes, we held a drinking party and spoke English with foreigners. They all
made me feel like | came to Europe instead of Japan. Indeed, | felt hopeless sometimes at first and then got
used to these feelings and situations.

After the torture of the last semester, summer vacation finally came. At the time, | had an opportunity to do a
part-time job in a sushi store and had a chance to know funny Japanese in the workplace. Even my Japanese
was not fluent enough to make him understand all | wanted to say, he still took patience to get along with me
and another girl in the same workplace (She is also an exchange student). | thought that why he would be
willing to get well with us is not only he has three daughters of the almost same age as us, but also has an open
mind to foreigners. Such a hospitable Japanese is the first one whom | have never met before. Drinking and
hanging around with him is similar to spending time with my family. Even | could not go back home, I still feel
the warmth from this man and his wife.

Then, time went by so quickly. And it came to the second semester. In this semester, we finally could get
into the campus, and experience Japanese life in university. It changed me a lot due to meeting more friends
and being able to attend more events such as board games club, Japanese culture courses, and International
Basketball Club which was founded by my friends and me. There, we were able to know more about each other
and owing to the club we founded, | also had an opportunity to make new friends. It is a wonderful time for me
to put in my effort to get along with everyone. In the last semester, we even have been good friends with our
teacher who taught and showed us Japanese Culture. By the way, he was also a Taiwanese 33 years ago. Due to
giving up the nationality of Taiwan, he gets a Japanese nationality instead. At the same time, we also got good
along with a teacher from the UK. He viewed us as his friends and spending time playing lots of board games

and taught students those games, and then showed how fantastic the board games were.



At last, | wanted to thank everyone | met in Yamagata. Without them, | could not live. Then, | had
no chance to improve some Japanese conversation skills. So, although | still make mistakes, and need to put
more effort to accomplish my goals to live a better life in the future. So, | was lucky enough to do what | wanted

to try before working, and made lots of good memories from Yamagata, Yamagata University, and my Best

friends." 1B : (¥ E 4 Fch=%B )







