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School Profile:

The Free University of Bolzano is located in the northeast of Italy. Because Bolzano is the only German-
speaking city in Italy, the Free University of Bolzano courses are mainly taught in Italian, German and
English. The school was established in 1997, so it is a relatively young school with professors from many
different countries. The School of Economics is mainly located in the city center of Bolzano, but the
department I exchanged is Entrepreneurship and Innovation. Some courses of this master's class will be
conducted in NOI Techpark. It is an area like entrepreneurship and innovation. Inside the park are some
new startups, and it takes about 15 minutes by bus from the main campus.

In-class learning experience:

The courses are mainly taught in Italian, German, and English. During the exchange period, I took four
courses in financial analysis, B2B marketing, German and English. Since Bolzano is a bilingual area of
Italian and German, the school Special attention is also paid to language courses, and students attending
the school must pass the test in German, Italian, and English before graduation.

Most of the language courses are in small classes with around 10 students. Each language course includes
four parts: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Most of the teachers are from mother-speaking
countries. German teachers will mainly teach in German. German is taught with a little English, so even
the most introductory German will be a little difficult for beginners, but the teacher will constantly ask you
to talk or read along in the course, and the progress of the class is faster than It's a lot faster in Taiwan, so I
think even though it's a bit difficult, the pace of progress is very fast. As for the English course, because |
chose the intensive course, it ended in two weeks, a total of ten days, six hours a day. During the class, the
teacher will continue to give you different topics for you to discuss and share with your classmates. When
your conversation is over, the teacher will also ask you to continue chatting about your life, interests, or
any trivial matter. All language courses need to participate in more than 75% of the courses to register for
the final exam. The final exam consists of four parts listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Speaking
will include a report and random topic sharing.

Life learning experience:

This area of Bolzano should be a relatively unfamiliar city to Asians, so basically you can't find Asian
faces in this place, and I have not met other Asian students (except an Italian friend told me about there is a
Chinese girl in his language class) unless you go to the few Asian supermarkets and Asian restaurants,
basically you need to communicate with others in English, Italian or German, so here you can improve
foreign language communication ability.

Recently, Taiwan's international visibility has been getting higher and higher, coupled with the relationship
between the Ukrainian-Russian war, so many exchange students will ask a little about cross-strait relations,
national identity, and other issues after knowing that [ am from Taiwan. At that time, I was a bit stunned
and didn’t know how to answer. I realized later that foreigners want to know the true thoughts of
Taiwanese people, so I will start to seriously think about my thoughts on these things. When foreign
friends ask when you get up, you can express your views smoothly.

Exchange students often invite everyone to participate in various activities through groups, such as
drinking, picnic, skiing, swimming, rock climbing, etc. It is recommended that everyone participate in the
first activity. Usually, the first activity will have the most people, so there is also a higher chance of finding
friends with similar frequencies to yourself in that event.

Effectiveness:

1. Improve foreign language communication skills

2. Experience foreign cultures

3. Meet friends from all over the world

4. Increase awareness of international current affairs

Experience feelings:

Italy is a relatively affordable place in Europe, and it is rated as the most delicious place for European
food. In addition to Bolzano, there are Dolomites nearby, which are very suitable for outdoor activities.
Many places are worth sightseeing and are well worth visiting.



