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Universitdt Mannheim is located in Mannheim, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany, known as "Harvard
University in Germany". The school's main campus is at Mannheim Palace, which means that students take
classes in a baroque castle. The University of Mannheim has six colleges, namely the Department of Law,
the Department of Economics, the Business School, the School of Social Sciences, the School of
Humanities, and the School of Business Informatics and Mathematics. Mannheim University has achieved
a good place in the rankings of all major campuses, and its business school has even won three
international business school certifications including AACSB, EQUIS, and AMBA.

Mannheim used to be a military fortress, and the grid-like street pattern built in those days has been
preserved to this day. The square layout of the central urban area is like a huge chessboard, and each area
is systematically numbered, which has become a unique urban landscape of Mannheim. The badge of
Mannheim University also presents this characteristic of the city of Mannheim.

(2) REZE

MAN 301 Strategic and International Management

This lecture is talking about the basic theories, research results, and current topics from the fields of
strategic and international management. Not only the basic functions of management will be mentioned,
but topics like corporate social responsibility and internationalization strategies will also be treated. After
this lecture, you will understand the challenges and complexity of problems related to strategic
management issues and learn about potential solutions to strategic corporate problems.

MAN 301 takes place in the biggest lecture hall (A3) at Mannheim University. You have the chance to
know many international students and local students. The lecture invited many businessmen to share their
strategic management from their work and some business cases were also brought in to explain how the
strategic management theory can be applied. The only downside of the lecture is that this course is 100%
based on the final exam. If you fail the exam, you will not get the credits.

IS 405 Integrated Information Systems

This lecture first outlines the basics of data and business process modeling based on widespread
approaches and then focuses on the use and purpose of integrated information systems across different
functional areas in industrial. You will be able to discuss the requirements, characteristics, and effects of
integrated information systems in industrial companies, including complex process interdependencies. In
the tutorial course, they will talk about business cases to explain how information systems help companies
work.

Due to the pandemic of COVID-19, this course was taught simultaneously and remotely. The professor
also recorded the whole lecture for us to review. This course is graded by the final exam, but the good
thing is the exam is open book.

A2.2 Allgemeiner Sprachkurs & Deutsch und Kulturkurse

These two courses is teaching German basic vocab and grammar. The courses are open to international
students from Mannheim University and you have the chance to learn with students from different
countries. The courses have limited capacity, not every student can take the class and I was lucky enough
to get that opportunity. To be honest, the reason why I took two language courses was that I thought they
were two different topics. Based on the title, one was focused on vocab and grammar, and another focused
on speaking. It turns out these two courses both teach the same things but use two different textbooks. But
lucky for me, I got more opportunities to practice.

If you are interested in German or you want to integrate more into Germany, I strongly recommend you
take the language course. Germany is not a very xenophobic country in Europe, but many of their English
skills are not very good. For example, in Mannheim, some service staff will have a bad attitude only
because you don't speak German or even because you are Asian. I suggest you better know some basic



German sentences before you come to Germany.
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VISUM

Erasmus Student Network (ESN) is a non-profit international student organization. They provide
opportunities for international students for cultural understanding. VISUM is a group that puts every
exchange student in contact with a German student. I think joining the VISUM buddy program was helpful
for me. When I first arrived in Mannheim, my buddy help me to arrange my dormitory and introduced me
to the campus and the city. These make it easier for me to get familiar with Mannheim city and the
university. VISUM will also hold student gatherings and parties for all the students. However, if you are
not in the buddy program, you can also participate in these activities.

GeZet

If you live in Ulmenweg, you probably will hear the party sound. GeZet is a student bar open for students
living in Ulmenweg or you can invite friends from other dormitories. They will hold parties for students
every week or some special holiday. For example, during FIFA World Cup, Gezet provides a venue for
everyone to watch the match. They sometimes serve free drinks. If you like to party, you can always pay
attention to the Facebook website or join the WhatsApp group. It's free to enter the pub!

Travel

It’s normal if you want to travel around when you come to Europe. When I don’t have classes, I usually
travel to other European countries. I most often travel by train or bus to other places.

- Deutsche Bahn: Mannheim is quite convenient on the Deutsche Bahn. There are many important routes,
such as going to Munich, Berlin, and even Paris, France, passing through Mannheim Station. It is
recommended that you download their App, it will be more convenient to buy tickets. You can also buy
Bahncard 25, which will give you a 25% discount every time you buy a ticket.

- Flixbus: Flixbus is a long-distance bus in Germany. It has many routes and travels to many European
countries. It can also be said that it is very convenient to take the Flixbus in Mannheim. Basically, it is not
necessary to transfer to other places. It is much cheaper than train tickets or air tickets. If you want save
money, it is highly recommended to choose this mode of transportation. Like myself, I like to take the
night train to a far country, and I will arrive at the destination after a night of sleep. Not only can I have an
extra day to explore the city, but also save a day of accommodation.

- Airplane: Air tickets to Germany are much more expensive than other European countries, and I won’t
fly unless I must. I use the Skycanner to find cheap flights, usually Ryanair is the cheapest. It's just that
they don't fly every day, and the airport - Frankfurt-Hahn Airport is not near Frankfurt Airport, there is still
an hour's drive between them. If you really want to travel with Ryanair, it is recommended to calculate the
entire journey cost before evaluating whether it is more cost-effective to fly.

4 BERuiE

- Improve my language skills.

- Experience the culture and customs of different countries.

- Meet many friends from different countries.

- Becoming more mature, independent, and able to solve problems on their own.

(5) SIFEAE

This half-year exchange life was a very special experience from being nervous at the beginning to
becoming a fake German at the end. The exchange abroad allowed me to learn not only academic
knowledge, but also made me realize that the world is big, and the way things are done is very different
from Taiwan and even the whole of Asia. There is also an indescribable excitement when I personally feel
the world's historical monuments that appear in the textbooks (like the indescribable emotion I felt when I
saw the Eiffel Tower for the first time). When I arrived in Europe, I felt like there were opportunities to
travel everywhere, so I took advantage of this exchange opportunity to go to many countries that I dreamed
of going to. Traveling can also allow people to explore their abilities and find their limits, and it is also an
opportunity to broaden their knowledge. I think the best way to understand yourself is to leave your
original comfort zone and discover your potential in an unfamiliar environment. When faced with different
cultures, groups of people, and situations, you can also train yourself to deal with emergencies.

I think it is worthwhile to exchange at Mannheim University. Not only can I acquire sufficient knowledge



in my studies and meet friends from various countries, but also because Mannheim's geographical location
is very good, it is very convenient to travel anywhere. You really must muster up the courage to step out to
know where your abilities are.



