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Temple University is located in Philadelphia, USA and is only a one and a half hour drive from New York
City. The university is located in the northern part of Philadelphia, in an area with a higher crime rate, but
there are many police on campus and a free shuttle service is provided to students at night. Therefore,
campus security is not a concern. Temple University's Global Program is very large, with hundreds of
exchange students from different countries every year, and the school provides many resources to help
students adapt to local life. Temple University is a comprehensive university with a complete range of
departments, from business to engineering, and there are few restrictions on course selection. The most
famous departments are the Fox Business School and the College of Media and Communication.

I took four courses : Data Analytics, Introduction to Academic Discourse, Exploring Music, and Fencing.
The course that stood out was Introduction to Academic Discourse, which is a writing course that develops
students' critical thinking abilities. The professor guides us in analyzing many articles and adding our own
analytical and critical perspectives. Finally, we write a well-structured and logical essay. The teacher takes
us step by step in writing, so it is not difficult for non-native speakers like us to get started.

The Temple Global Program frequently organizes extracurricular activities, such as the monthly
International Coffee Day, which introduces different cultures through food. The school also takes us to
various places such as Six Flags amusement park, Ocean City, baseball and basketball games, which are
not only fresh experiences but also opportunities to get to know and integrate into this country. Exchange
students often go out together, and in this semester I've been to New York, Washington, Miami, Orlando
Disney, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, and many national parks. Cities in the US have very
different styles compared to Taiwan, making them worth exploring.

One of the main challenges for many exchange students here is the language, but Temple has many
resources to help overcome these difficulties. For example, you can apply for a Language Partner and have
one-on-one conversations with local students. These can cover academic topics or just casual conversation.
The Peer2Peer Program is also a great opportunity to practice English and have discussions and chats with
students from different nationalities. In addition to improving your English, it broadens your international
perspective and fosters a more inclusive attitude towards different cultures. The best part is that all of these
resources are free, so take advantage of them.

Additionally, if you come here in the winter, you may find it very difficult to adapt to the cold weather.
Temperatures below -10°C are common, so it's recommended that you buy a warm down jacket when you
arrive, as most jackets from Taiwan may not be enough to withstand the harsh winter here. The cost of
living in Philadelphia is relatively reasonable compared to other cities, and there are many food trucks on
campus where you can have a meal for about $8-$9. Cooking at home is the most cost-effective way to
save money. As for housing, I highly recommend the school dormitories, although they are quite
expensive. But the location is safe and you can chat more frequently with other exchange students.





