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Exchange life in Groningen

Location

For students who want to travel a lot during their exchange program, University of Groningen
might not be the best place to study. Since it takes two hours train ride to Amsterdam, one
has to always spend more time on the road. Despite this little inconvenience, Groningen is still
one of the best student cities. Unlike most capital cities in Europe, it is a small city with
fewer tourists. There are a lot of international students, which makes it an invigorating city.
Accommodation

SSH offered several student house choices. I lived in a student house named Suite 23, which
1s located south of the city center. It takes about fifteen minutes to Academy building and
twenty-five to Zernike. Since it was cold in February, I took the bus more when I first got
here. There is an Albert Hei jn store in short walking distance and Jumbo within ten-minute biking.
So daily grocery shopping is very convenient.

Bank account

Most international students choose to open their bank account in ABN AMRO, ING, or Rabobank.
[f you only stay in the Netherlands for less a year, there is a chance that ABN AMRO Bank might
decline your request of opening an account, since it is said that one has to stay at least a
year. I chose to open an ING account, which is also a popular choice among international students.
Opening a bank account requires a lot of patience. First, you have to book an appointment, which
can be hard when all of the international students are doing the same thing. Second, bring your
passport and birth certificate and other documents they asked. After ten to twenty minutes of
paperwork, you basically finish the first part of your job. And the rest thing you have to do
1s keep waiting. I still remembered I checked my mailbox so often that I felt like an
eight-year-old looking for presents in Christmas and got disappointed every time. I guess living
in Asia makes me get used to the efficiency of all the work and the administration stuff, but
things are very different here. Anyway, you supposed to collect three letters and follow all
the instructions required. Then take all the letters and the residence card to the place where
the letter informed to get the fourth letter. It is said that five letters are needed to
successfully use your account, but my friends and I do so with just four. So, it is possible
that you can check online banking and ING app right after you get the fourth letter. There were
a lot of people sharing their experiences and problems they encountered when they opened their
account, but the procedure changed slightly different each year. Therefore, I suggest that if
you have any problem, you should always call ING or sent a message to their Facebook pages.

Recommendations

For me, Groningen is definitely a great place to go on an exchange program. This is a city where
you will be able to feel calm and serene in the air, and also enjoy the chill vibes which differs
from the hustle and bustle of the capital cities. Days in Groningen is the once in a lifetime
experience that I will never forget.



