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School profile:

Temple University is located in Philadelphia, USA. There is a subway station and multiple bus stops
around the campus. It takes only 15 minutes to reach the center city by public transportation. The
transportation is convenient around the campus and also the liver function is good. Most universities in the
United States have their representative colors and mascots. Temple’s representative colors are red and
white, and the mascot is the owl. When you enter the school bookstore (souvenir shop), you can find that
the products are all in these two colors and some have owls on them. Temple is a public state-related
research university, which owns a medical school, law school, business school, communication and art
school, etc. In addition, Temple has signed sister schools or exchange programs with many schools in
various countries, so there are many international students. Their Global Program office is well-organized,
which can provide international students with very comprehensive assistance.

Course study:

Before I went abroad, I knew my purpose to exchange are experiencing life in a new place and improving
my English skills. Therefore, when choosing courses, I mainly focused on experiential courses, such as
“Backpacking and Camping I and “Philadelphia Sketchbook”. Also, I chose “Public Speaking” and a
financial general education class called “Investing for the Future”.

Among them, “Backpacking and Camping I” is the least stressful course. According to different
professors, each semester will go outdoor hiking or camping two to three times to practically apply the
knowledge and skills learned in class. These outdoor activities would account for a big portion of the total
grade. Whether learning in class or outdoor, my classmates and professor always assist when I need help.
After this semester, I have learned a lot of knowledge about camping, and also met friends who shared
hardships during the class. Therefore, it is highly recommended that students who want to try camping in
the wild and are not afraid of getting tired take this interesting and high-scoring physical education class.

The most attractive thing about “Philadelphia Sketchbook™ for me is that we would visit various attractions
and galleries in Philadelphia during the semester. It allows me to get to know the city faster. This semester,
we went to a new place in every new class. There would be an assignment in almost every class.
Sometimes, the professor would ask everyone to share their paintings with our classmates. This would also
be a good chance to express ideas and practice English speaking.

“Public Speaking” is different from the two easy classes I mentioned above. It is the most high-loading
course. This semester, every student has to give five speeches. Before every speech, we have to submit an
outline of the speech. Sometimes there would also be assignments for subsequent speeches, such as
collecting literature, photos, or videos, and answering questions. Therefore, I always spend a lot of time on
this course. Although it is not easy for non-native English speakers to take this course, when I delivered
the last speech, I could see my improvements in delivery and self-confidence. And, I felt that all the hard
work was worth it.

Lastly, “Investing for the Future” is the only course I would not recommend, especially for students like
me who are majoring in finance. I took this course because I dropped another financial analysis class that
was too difficult for me, but I still wanted to see how American professors teach this type of class.
However, this class is too boring and non-interactive. The content is much simpler than I expected. The
only thing you can learn is English writing skills when writing every assignment. However, you will not
get feedback from the professor. Thus, I do not recommend this course.

Above are the experience and sharing of the four courses I have taken. They are my personal opinions, and
they might also be related to the professors. In American universities, there would be many different
professors to teach the same course. Therefore, I would recommend students who need to choose courses



in the future can check the reviews of each professor on the “Rate My Professor” website in advance so
that they can gain some main ideas for course selection. The biggest difference between studying in the
U.S. and Taiwan is that there are a lot of assignments during the semester in the U.S. Even the
“Backpacking and Camping I”” had assignments and exams. The advantage of this is that students are
forced to study every week so that they would not cram for exams the nights before it. For me, it is also an
opportunity to practice English more. Of course, the disadvantage is that you will feel very tired every
week.

Life-study:

After arriving in the United States, I realized that everything is super expensive. For example, the price of
eating the cheapest meal at a food truck is similar to the price of having three meals in Taiwan. This made
me, who had never cooked in Taiwan, learned to buy ingredients, and cook by myself. This was
undoubtedly a big challenge for me because I only knew how to fry eggs and boil instant noodles and
dumplings before I went abroad. Although I became a master of doing fried eggs, knew how to make
tomato and egg noodles, and successfully survived in the United States for half a year. I still highly
recommend students who want to come to the United States improve their cooking skills in advance,
which will make their living in the United States better. Also, it will be an advantage to make more
friends!

In addition, the most common and enviable thing for exchange students is to travel around the U.S. In this
process, you will know more about a person's habits, values, cultural background, etc. Sometimes you will
find some like-minded partners, but sometimes you will lose touch with some of your original friends. I
think it is a very interesting process, especially as an international student. Your travel partners may come
from all over the world, so you can see obvious cultural differences and language barriers. It is also a good
opportunity to force you to use English to communicate and solve problems. During my six-month
journey, the biggest self-breakthrough was to travel alone. I have to make my arrangements for everything,
such as accommodation and itinerary. I can only ask questions bravely if I encounter difficulties during the
journey. This is what I had never thought about in Taiwan, but I did it successfully in the United States,
which prove that I can survive in a foreign country by myself!

Specific benefits:

1. Communicate in English more confidently.

2. Improve the ability to solve problems independently.
3. Broaden the global horizon and multiculturalism.

Review:

I am very grateful to myself for actively fighting for this opportunity to go abroad for exchange. It allowed
me to step out of my comfort zone. Not only to see a bigger world but also to meet many good friends and
get spiritual growth. You cannot experience these through books or on the internet. Finally, I recommended
all students who want to study abroad learn cooking skills in advance and obtain a car driver's license
before going abroad. This is beneficial and harmless. Also, finding resources and contacts is important to
make your study abroad life smoother!





