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The Free University of Brussels (Université libre de Bruxelles, ULB), located not far from the center of
Brussels, can be reached by bus in about 10 to 15 minutes. There is a bar street near the school. The
campus is not very large overall, but there are student-run clubs inside the campus that are open from
Monday to Thursday. A beer costs one euro, and it's a great opportunity to get to know other students from
different countries or exchange students. ULB doesn't have high requirements for exchange students in
terms of course selection, just one class is enough. As for students, Brussels itself has many people from
different countries, and the students at the school often come from all over Europe (not just exchange
students), so there are more opportunities to get to know different cultures.

Project Management

This course is a master's degree program, with only six classes throughout the semester, and it is an
intensive course. The professor uses lecture-style teaching, but more importantly, provides students with
many practical cases for them to think about how to effectively manage projects and what issues to pay
attention to. In this course, [ was in a group with classmates from Taiwan and Spain. There was no
language barrier when presenting our report, and we even got to understand each other's unique
perspectives on the same issue, which were sometimes influenced by our respective cultures.

Advanced Marketing

This course is also a master's degree program that uses lecture-style teaching, with a group presentation
and final exam at the end of the semester. My previous experience studying Marketing Management in
Taiwan helped me to better understand the different perspectives and opinions that foreign professors have
about marketing. What is heavily emphasized in theory or tools in Taiwan may not be as important abroad,
and there may be more solutions and methods available. Overall, the course was interesting and practical.

Apart from courses, the most common activity abroad is parties. There are often parties every day of the
week, and I really admire those who have the energy to attend them every day. However, I must say that
parties are a great way to meet people.

In addition to parties, I joined the school's volleyball team and played beach volleyball outside of school.
Compared to Taiwan, volleyball is not very popular in Belgium, so I had to join their school team to find
people who could really play. It was also interesting to see that their playing style was very different from
Taiwan's, but what remained the same was that whenever you were on the same court, it was easy to
become friends and get along well with everyone. However, there were some challenges, such as the fact
that the coach did not speak English, so I was the only one who needed other teammates to translate what
the coach had just said. But it was also quite interesting.

Language proficiency: As an exchange student, English is definitely the most important tool for
communicating with other students. Interestingly, when I hang out with my Italian friends, my English
basically takes on an Italian accent, and after a week of traveling in the UK, I tend to have a British accent
as well. Besides that, I also learned some basic French while in Brussels, which I use to communicate with
locals when shopping or doing daily tasks.

Increased independence: Living abroad, one will definitely learn to be independent. Everything needs to be
done by oneself, even fixing the broken toilet or troubleshooting the heating system, as hiring a
professional can be quite expensive.

Cultural literacy: In addition to learning about other countries' cultures, I think spreading one's own culture
is also a highlight of this exchange. European students are often very curious about Asians, so they ask me
a lot of questions about our culture. I try my best to explain and introduce our culture to them.

At the beginning, the biggest problem was that I wasn't familiar with the place and didn't know many
people, which made me feel lonely and bored. However, the parties organized by the school and the
Taiwanese group in Brussels helped me to meet a lot of people. I often go out to play or eat and drink with
them, so the problem has gradually been resolved.



One time, [ went on a trip to Italy with my French classmates, and the biggest cultural shock I experienced
was their mealtime. They typically eat about two hours later than my usual mealtime, so it was common
for me to feel like I was starving while they had no intention of eating yet. This was probably the most
significant cultural difference I encountered.

After this experience, I feel that my self-confidence has greatly improved. Especially in Europe, being an
Asian person comes with some advantages. People often find us special and would come to talk to me,
regardless of gender. I was approached by people from different nationalities, including French, Italian,
Korean, Thai, and Belgian. Overall, it was an interesting experience that brought about significant changes
for me.

At the beginning, I felt scared and panicked about going abroad, but once I arrived, I became busy
adapting to the local lifestyle and gradually adjusted to the local pace, language, and culture, and met many
different people, which changed some of my values, perspectives, and worldview.

After adapting to the local lifestyle, I wanted to travel everywhere, from the Colosseum in Rome in the
south to Santa Claus Village in the north, from Big Ben in the west to the Vienna Opera House in the east.
Whether it was cooking hot pot with friends in a cabin or walking alone in the red-light district, I could
experience a beauty that I couldn't experience in Taiwan. Therefore, travel is an essential part of an
exchange program.



