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It has been a difficult time for the exchange students in 2020 whose exchange program ends in a very
abrupt way. Although many regrets exist, this journey still impresses me a lot. I would say I learn a lot from
this exchange experience. I seem to be braver to face difficulties. In the beginning of the exchange, I deal
with some problems. First one is about visa. Because of the incompleteness of certain document, the date at
which I get my visa is one month later than the usual schedule. Also, because I do not successfully apply for
the dormitory which is limited in numbers, I need to find a new one for myself. Thus, the second problem
following by the first one is the problem of housing. I start to contact with many house agencies from June
and arrive at the Netherlands before the first semester begin. However, things do not go smoothly, I still
cannot find a satisfactory place. After asking some of my friends and my relative, I finally find a couple
who are willing to rent a room to me. It is three days before the new semester starts that I finally settle down
in this new place.

I still remember the feeling when I first arrive at this country; I am excited, nervous, worried and
unfamiliar with everything around me. I know there is a big problem (housing) waiting to be solved, but I
also believe I could figure out the solution. This kind of believing may sounds too naive under this
circumstance, but, anyway, it still shows the courage.

The exchange period brings me a lot of fun. I meet many different people and exchange various ideas
and thoughts with them. Their ideas are sometimes really inspiring, and some of my stereotypes are
changed because of them. I know more about what I really want in my life. I also travel to many countries
and join festivals and celebrations. Although the exchange period is shorter than I first planned, it is still
worth taking this journey. In this year (half of year), I do not set a certain goal (for example I ‘have to’ make
many friends or I ‘have to’ learn something), but I only treat this period as an opportunity to experience
many different things. The most important thing in this period is definitely your safety. Then, what you are
going to do is only to experience this new life. Before I go abroad, someone told me that if I do not open my
mind to embrace those differences, the exchange program will still bring nothing to me. After this period, I
think, for myself, I do not totally agree with this idea. I think once you make the decision (to go abroad),
you have already taken the first step. The first step might have shown some changes. But I agree with this
friend in this part of the idea that to ‘experience’ and to be ‘open-minded’ is very important during this

period.






