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About JKU:

The Johannes Kepler University Linz (German: Johannes Kepler Universitét Linz, short: JKU) is a public
institution of higher education in Austria. It is located in Linz, the capital of Upper Austria. It offers
bachelor's, master's, diploma and doctoral degrees in business, engineering, law, science, social sciences
and medicine.

In terms of transportation, the school is located at the bottom station of the City Tram, you can take Tram
No. 1 or 2 to the city center, and it only take 25-minute to Hauptplatz , the city center. In addition to the
city center, the living functions around the school and dormitory are also considered convenient.
Supermarkets, bookstores, pharmacies, etc. can be reached by foot.

In terms of dormitories, most of the exchange students will live in Julius Raab Heim, which is about 10 to
15 minutes walk to the school and about 10 minutes to the tram station. For the single room I live in, the
room is very large and comfortable, with a personal kitchen and a wet-dry separate bathroom, and there
will be someone to help dispose of the garbage every two days, and someone will come to help clean the
room and change the sheets every two weeks. The dormitories also provide public washing machines,
photocopiers, and package collection services at the counter. The efficiency of some dormitories for
equipment maintenance is also very high. They will deal with it immediately on the day the request is
made. Overall, it is highly recommended.

About learning in JKU:

During the half-year exchange at JKU, I took a total of 20 ECTS, including two pre-sessional courses
German and Cultural Sensitivity Courses, German during the semester, and two master courses Creating
Strategic Advantages and Advances in Leadership, Human Resource Management, and Change . JKU
stipulates that the credits of the selected courses must reach 20 ECTS before admission. The credits are
higher than other exchange schools in Europe, but you can earn some credits by taking pre-requisite
courses. The course schedule is more intensive and it is easier to obtain credits.

In the classroom part, I would recommend taking JKU’s German courses. I think learning German in
German-speaking countries is most efficient and practical. The teacher will start teaching basic
pronunciation in the simplest way (of course, if you already have a German foundation, you can also take
higher-level German courses), we will also learn everyday expressions in the classroom, which can be said
to be quite practical for my half-year exchange life, and it also resonates with the classroom. In addition, |
also want to recommend the Creating Strategic Advantages of the master’s course, which is a strategic
management course. In the classroom, the teacher will teach us how to actually apply various strategic
tools (Strategic Models) that we will come into contact with in management. The course is very compact
and solid. If you want to experience the course life of a local master student and are interested in this kind
of management course, this course is definitely the most rewarding. There are 1 or 2 lessons per week,
courses and exams will all be over before the Christmas holidays.

About life in JKU/Linz:

Before the official start of the semester, we will arrive in Linz to start our exchange life. During this
period, the International Office will arrange a series of activities and courses for us to participate in,
helping us to integrate into this city and the school faster. For example, the school arranged a city tour
when we arrived in Linz. Professional tour guides led us to walk around every corner with our feet, and
because these tour guides are residents who have lived in Linz for at least 40 to 50 years, they will help us
understand the history and development of this city by telling stories. In addition, the school also provides
some paid suburban tours, which can be used to travel to small cities near Linz for a day at a very cost-
effective price. For example, my friend and I signed up for Steyr's guided tour. The tour bus took us to the
local area, and the local tour guide introduced the city to us. You can get the chance to meet the areas that
we would not and would not be able to (traffic) visit when we are along.

Specific Benefits:



*» Experience local culture and life

* Improve language skills

* Develop independence and autonomy

* Cultivate crisis management capabilities

* Expand personal worldview and international network

* Understand the cultural differences between countries and learn different ways of thinking

Thoughts and Suggestions:

I believe that tourism is the reason for every exchange student to go to Europe for exchange, and so do I.
In this short half-year exchange life, I traveled to 9 countries and more than 25 cities. During the trip, we
went to every corner of Europe, went through both big and small cities, over mountains and seas, I really
deeply realize that my vision in the past is too narrow, and the world is really much bigger than I imagined.
The life in the past six months is wonderful and exciting, but it is really not easy. In the process of our
study and travel, we may encounter some unexpected situations and some frictions due to some cultural
and life differences, that's the reason why I think it is still somewhat there is pressure, also because we live
alone in an unfamiliar environment. We can only rely on collisions and frictions, and continue to learn in
the face of challenges. This has cultivated our independence and crisis handling capabilities. The half-year
exchange time will pass very quickly. Many people, things, and beautiful scenery may only be met once.
Therefore, we really need to seize every moment, grasp the present moment, and enrich this time until we
return to Taiwan, you will feel that everything is very worthwhile and will not regret it.

Some Advices:

Austria is located in Central Europe, and the price is as high as Germany next door. If you eat out, you
need to order drinks. The average meal is about 20 Euros, and the taste is still very different from Asia. It
is heavy on oil and salty, so most of the time in the dormitory I cook by myself. The business hours of
stores are also quite different from those in Taiwan. Supermarkets and stores here close around 19:00 on
weekdays, around 18:00 on Saturdays, and almost no stores are open on Sundays. Therefore, if you want
to buy daily necessities, you must remember to avoid Sundays.

Travel advice, if you use the train as the main travel tool, it is highly recommended to buy the OBB
Vorteilscard sold by the Austrian Railway Company OBB. Youth under the age of 26 can buy this card for
19 euros. This card can take the OBB railway at half price, Which is a great deal for those traveling to
countries around Austria or who travel to and from Vienna (Vienna Airport) frequently. If you use the
plane as your main travel tool, you can choose to take Ryanair, which is the largest low-cost airline in
Europe, and often has preferential air tickets released, and if you have an ESN card (an international
student ID card), you can get several times of Ryanair’s free checked baggage (actually the discount is
subject to the annual announcement), which is quite cost-effective.

In the end, I wish who are going to exchange have a pleasant journey and a smooth exchange. In the six
months or a year, try to complete your plan and goals for the exchange, and go to see this beautiful and
vast world!



