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Introduction in General of the city and university

Seoul, the capital city of South Korea, is a vibrant metropolis that seamlessly blends ancient history with
contemporary culture. Its rich heritage and thriving economy have made it a hub for education, innovation,
and business.

Yonsei University, located in the heart of Seoul, is one of the oldest and most reputable universities in
South Korea. Founded in 18835, it is a private research university known for its robust academic programs
and research initiatives. With four campuses - the main campus in Seoul, the international campus in
Songdo, the medical campus in Wonju, and a new campus in Incheon - Yonsei University is dedicated to
providing students with a well-rounded education.

Introduction of the schools

The Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS) at Yonsei University offers Master's and PhD
programs in international studies. As a student at GSIS, I have the chance to receive a comprehensive
education in international affairs, preparing me for careers in government, international organizations, and
the private sector. One of the standout courses at GSIS is the Seminar on International News Analysis,
which teaches critical analysis of international news and helps develop the ability to think critically about
global events. By taking this course, I am acquiring valuable skills that will be beneficial in my future
endeavors.

The Yonsei School of Business is one of the top business schools in South Korea, offering undergraduate
and graduate programs in business, including an MBA program. As a student at the School of Business, |
appreciate the emphasis on hands-on experience and real-world problem-solving. The School has
partnerships with numerous leading companies in South Korea and around the world, providing me with
opportunities to apply what I learn in the classroom to practical situations. One of the courses that has
caught my interest at the School of Business is the Marketing Proseminar on Consumer Behavior, which
provides a comprehensive understanding of consumer behavior and its impact on marketing decisions. By
taking this course, I am gaining valuable knowledge and skills that will aid me in my future career in
marketing.

Learning through Life abroad

Although the basic commodity prices in South Korea are higher compared to the average in Taiwan, the
South Korean won has devalued severely after the impact of the pandemic, making the overall expenses
lighter compared to European countries with the relative exchange rate difference. Nevertheless, expenses
such as daily food, transportation, and others still need to be properly arranged, and a balance must be
found between daily life and moderate travel plans, which is also a learning lesson in life.

The following are some reflections during the time spent in South Korea:

1. The pandemic has had a significant impact on various aspects of South Korea, and although the area
around Yonsei University in the city of Seongdong-gu is still lively, almost all the shops in the
neighborhood around Ewha Womans University have closed down, and it is fortunate that Taiwan was not
affected too much.

2. After experiencing the Itaewon incident, I deeply realized that we should cherish the present moment
and spend each day in a meaningful and fulfilling way.

3. Although South Korea, particularly Seoul, is modern, it is not very convenient for foreigners,
especially for those who do not speak Korean, and there will be various kinds of inconvenience in daily



life. Indeed, language ability is a crucial factor.

4. South Korea has a very strong national and unity, proud of its own culture, and on the streets, 90% of
the vehicles are domestically produced.

5. Although the food looks varied, in reality, the variety of food is quite limited, especially in vegetables.
Personally, I started to miss the diverse and delicious cuisine of Taiwan after the second month.

Finally, South Korea attaches great importance to popular culture and has a strong marketing and
packaging ability, which is worth learning. However, sometimes, behind the packaging, there is still a false
and superficial side, which is also a lesson for us to remember.

The Specific Benefits of Exchange/Training:

Expanding Horizons

Stepping outside of comfort zones, increasing adaptability

Trying new things that have never been done before, challenging oneself

Improved self-management, including time, money, and more

Examining one's own abilities in professional subjects from a different perspective

Understanding the differences in daily life between one's own country and foreign countries, rather
than just what is seen on television

7. Learning not to be overly self-critical.

A

Reflections and Suggestions

In the past, I had the experience of interacting with Koreans when I was in high school at an international
school, but after all, everyone was abroad then. This trip to Korea allowed me to have a deeper
understanding of Korean culture and also to understand that we shouldn't judge things just by appearance.
An old saying goes, "In a group of three, there is always someone to learn from." There are indeed many
things to learn from Korea, such as their unity as a nation, but there are also many things that we can take
as lessons, such as their overemphasis on appearance, excessive self-confidence, and overly materialistic
values.

In short, we can be better. We need to have more confidence in ourselves and value each and every day of
our lives. We need to use our abilities to the best of our abilities. I am lucky to have been a part of this
exchange program. The last time I lived abroad was 25 years ago and this journey has given me a deeper
insight into my professional abilities and the meaning of life



