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As an exchange student in Finland, | think this was one of the best moments in my
life even though there was no snow this winter in Helsinki. Studied in Finland, the
country with the well-known education system, you can see lots of artistic and
cultural architectures here. Finnish people were very kind. | remember the first time |
was on my way to school, but | wasn’t familiar with the route so | got lost. There was
a man came to me and asked if | need any help. It gave me the first impression about
Finnish people are the kindest people in the world. Beside the kindness here, people
here are really good at English, so we don’t really have any problem communicate
with other people regardless wherever you are.

In the first two weeks, | was filled with curiosity about my brand new life in Helsinki. |
kept exploring this lovely city to see scenes that I've never seen before. Helsinki is the
capital of Finland, but living here just like living in a small town. There are lakes, rocks
and forest everywhere plus the fresh air. Walking in the downtown, | never felt any
intenseness. Everyone just walks on the street with a very slow speed. Sometimes |

jogged around the lakes enjoyed the fresh air in the forest, | would say the life in



Finland was so chill. It’ll always be my first choice to enjoy my retire life after | retire
from work.

However, | was here for my study. To be honest, | took time to get used to the
learning environment in the beginning. Afterwards, | found my way to study and
interact with my coursemates. Hanken offered us lots of resource and held a bunch
of activities for exchange student. There were tons of parties for sure, but the most
interesting parts were the trips held by our student union. We had four trips to visit
our neighbor countries and the north part of Finland every semester. One of these
places was St. Petersburg, I’'ve never thought | could travel to Russia and we took a
whole night in a ferry to go there and another night to come back which was a really
impressive journey.

On the other hand, I've visited lots of countries in Europe with my friends as well
because | thought | should take advantage of studying in Europe to travel around. |
involved in the culture of every countries when | traveled. For instance, when | was in
Germany, | was participated in the Oktoberfest to experience how people celebrate
this festival here, enjoy the atmosphere everybody singing and dancing together and
| also went to BMW museum to visit their gorgeous motor industry.

| was fortunate that I've been to different countries before the pandemic. Even
though | came back to Taiwan two months earlier than | planned, | still think | have
the best seven months in Europe. | met a couple of amazing friends, experienced
things I've never done before, explored the corner I've never visited before. There

are tons of memories in my mind and | certainly grew up quite a lot during this

exchange.
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