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Aix-Marseille university is the biggest college in France, it is located in the south of France, a
combination of three universities. There are five campuses dispersed in south France, the one |
studied at is the campus in Aix, which is mainly composed of faculty of economic, faculty of law and
faculty of art.

During my exchange year, | majored in economic. Most of classes are taught in French, however,
my French didn’t reach the B1 level, which was demanded by the professor if | want to take them, so
the classes | chose were all taught in English. During the classes, in contrast to the course in Taiwan, |
learned to express my opinions about the topics in the class, | had to keep thinking and talking in
class, argued with other students who had different views with me, this is an ability | wouldn’t learn
in Taiwan, and a very precious one.

Apart from those economics programs, Aix-Marseille university offered additional French course
to exchanged students at night, two days a week, three hours a time. In the class, | got the chance to
know people from other countries, got to chat with them, got to understand different cultures. By
spending time with them and the teachers, my French improved a lot, and English as well.

In this year, except my French and the economic classes, | also learned to cook.
| never went to kitchen when | was in Taiwan, but when | arrived in France, | found out it would cost
me a lot if | go to restaurants every day, moreover, | missed the foods in Taiwan, so | started to cook
by myself. In addition, | became much more independent and patient. | had to deal with literally
everything by myself, and most of them were very complicated and time-consuming. It was more
difficult cause | didn’t speak good French in the beginning, and surprisingly, French do not speak
English as much as we thought, so | had a hard time when | first arrived. Fortunately, to me, by these
experience, | know | can always face more difficulties now, no matter how severe they are.

If | have to give any suggestions, | would say, try to study French earlier, since language really is

very important to an exchange student, it will be easier if you are able to communicate with people



fluently, and, the most important, enjoy every second. | met a lot of friends during my exchange
year, we spent lots of time every day, we talked about our lives in our countries, in France, too.
Besides, we also traveled around Europe during weekends, those memories are very precious in my
life. Additionally, | had a lot of time to think about my life, and | figured out what | want to do in my
future, which is very meaningful to me. Although due to the covid-19, | had to came back earlier
than | expected, 2020 still is an irreplaceable year, and | wish | could be able to set foot in France

again in the future.
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