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The University of Munich(also called LMU) is a comprehensive university located in Munich, the capital
of Bavaria, Germany. It is one of the oldest universities in Europe and is internationally renowned for its
strong academic research capabilities. The university has 18 faculties and offers a wide range of
disciplines. In addition, the University of Munich has a competitive relationship with the Technical
University of Munich in some sciences fields. The two universities in the Bavarian capital compete with
each other for the best university status in Germany in various world university rankings surveys. The
courses I studied were Intercultural Competence: Theory and Application in Faculty of Business
Management and the German course offered by LMU.

Living abroad is a new challenge, especially in a non-English speaking country. When I first decided to
apply for exchanging to Germany, I started my German course in Taiwan.

Being independent is definitely the most important thing as you live abroad by yourself, starting from
food, because eating outside is expensive, so you have to cook a lots, and grocery shopping may take a lot
of time at first, because you may have to check what the label means in German.

About housing, if you encounter any problems in the dormitory, you will have to reflect to the
Hausmeister, they sometimes cannot speak English, so you need to be prepared to communicate in
German.

In terms of public transportation, during the epidemic, you should pay attention to government regulations
and bring the necessary documents with you (e.g. passport, vaccine passport), student tickets, and IDs,
because ticket valid checking is common in Europe, so don't let yourself be punished for negligence; in
terms of education, you should learn to work with students from different countries and adapt to the way of
taking lectures and exercises here; for traveling, you can learn to plan your own trip and find many ways to
save money on travel.

There are five things I learnt from my exchange life:

1. Improve language skills: in a foreign language speaking environment, learning the local language is
faster and effective, and I think it is also a kind of respect.

2. Improve communication skills: practice using non-native language to discuss and ask questions in class
3. Broaden horizons: actually visit the places in the textbooks, and understand the history, geography, and
customs

4. Make more friends: seize the opportunity to communicate with your buddies and classmates, it is
interesting to understand the different ideas of each person, and may build a network that may help you in
the future

5. the ability to be truly independent and be able to solve problems you encounter

I was lucky to exchange to Germany, and I had never been to such a faraway place alone before.
Everything is new and exciting. Besides classes, I traveled to many places and saw a lot of things that I had
only seen in textbooks before, and I made many good friends. Most of the days were good, but I also
experienced some cultural shocks, such as the language barrier, the inconvenience, the attitude towards the
epidemic in Europe, or the racial discrimination. I believe these are somethings that you need to face and
adapt by yourself.

Anyway, it is still worth being the exchange student. This six-months life became a precious memory for
the end of my student life.



