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#~wif ! To stay at a foreign country for a long period have been one of my dreams,
and consider to the expenses, [ think being an exchange student is the most suitable
choice for me. After my exchange journey, I deeply felt that I made a right decision,
and it gave me lots of benefits to explore Europe as an exchange student. For example,
students have special discounts on traffic or museum tickets in most of Europe countries,
some discounts can be as low as 50% off, so you can save money to travel more places.
Through my experience, [ highly recommended that people who want to be exchange students
come before the age of 26, because the general condition to fit the student discounts
1s you need to have a student ID card and are under 26.

There were three main reasons why I applied the exchange program to CTU in Prague. First,
[ wanted the total costs of this dream can be as low as possible, so Prague which the
price level is similar with Taipei is the best choice for me. Second, except of the
school life, traveling around always takes a big part of exchange journey. Czech
Republic is at the middle of Europe, it is a convenient location for traveling in
continental Europe. The price of bus, train or airplane, and the distances are
reasonable. Last, the presentation of CTU totally caught my eyes when the first they
came to NSYSU to have a seminar. CTU showed their sincere welcome for the international
students, they created a friendly environment for the foreigners such as you will have
a Czech buddy to help solve every problem you meet in your exchange life. Moreover,
there is a well-organized international students club in CTU, which takes responsibility
of international students’ activities, and they did hold lots of activities no matter
trips or beer games to help international students playing together.

I chose two formal courses: English for Intercultural Communication and Concept Note.
These two courses not only made me experience the different teaching style but also gave
me the chance to get along with the local students. Both for us, English is our second
language, therefore, some mistakes happened during our discussion. It took more time
and effort to communicate with each other, but it also taught us how to listen to others
patiently, and the skill of communicating with people from different cultures and
backgrounds. Besides of these courses, I had Czech language class once a week, and to
be honest, Czech language is hard for me to learn.

In addition to school life, the life out of classroom have taught me more, especially
what happened in the dormitory. There were friends over the world living in the same
block, so we often had parties and exchanged the dishes from each’ s hometown. And we
also hanged out or went traveling together, it was really fun to have friends from
different countries, although we cannot speak English fluently, you can still feel



everyone is trying hard to express what they want to say, and they want to be your friends
sincerely. Those people I met are the treasures of my exchange journey. What [ got
and learned from the past five months are precious, | am really appreciated to have this
experience in my life.
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