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Gakushuin University is a private university located in Tokyo, Japan. It was known as a university for the
royal family in the past, but after World War 11, it was opened to the public and became a university for the
general public. There is only one campus for Gakushuin University, so students do not have to take classes
at different campuses.

The courses I took at Gakushuin University were divided into Japanese language courses and specialized
subjects. I took Japanese courses in Intermediate Reading, Writing, Journalism, and Reporting, and
Advanced Writing and Journalism. Among them, I recommend the intermediate journalism class, where
the teacher will find a simple news clip for you to watch. After watching, we will be invited to discuss with
each other. At the end of the class, we will discuss with each other and finally write a short essay with our
ideas as homework. Not only do we get to practice speaking with our classmates, but we also develop our
Japanese writing skills.

The elective courses in the specialized subjects are Molecular Cell Biology, Animal Science, Life Science
Laboratory, and Care Introduction. Since the classes were taught in Japanese, it was difficult for me at the
beginning. However, after I gradually got used to it, I learned a lot of professional knowledge. In addition,
I made a lot of Japanese friends by doing experiments in groups with Japanese people, and I could feel that
my Japanese speaking skills had improved significantly.

During my time as an exchange student, I also spent my free time on interviews and part-time jobs to learn
commercial Japanese honorifics for the workplace to improve my competitiveness in Japanese. In addition
to working part-time, the rest of my time was spent on outings with buddies and Japanese friends that I met
in school. I not only experienced Japanese culture while outing in Japan but also practiced a lot of
Japanese conversation.

This year, [ have accomplished many things that I thought I could not do before, such as living abroad,
dealing with everyday life in the Japanese language, traveling by myself, and conversing with Japanese
friends in Japanese, etc. I can't express enough how moved I was by this experience I have been touched.
If I had to choose again, I would still choose to go abroad to exchange, because there are many things that
I can only understand through this year abroad. I will recommend it to every student who wants to go
abroad for an exchange.



