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English reflection

I’m so glad that I could be chosen to do the exchange program and be able to study in
Okinawa, where is the favorite place in my whole life. The ocean in Okinawa was so gorgeous
and I’ve never seen that beautiful spot like Okinawa! In addition, the local residents were kind
and very hospitable to foreign students. When I told the residents that I’'m from Taiwan and they
said they love Taiwan and Taiwanese, even when Corona ends they want to take a trip to Taiwan
again! (a Japanese who come from Tokyo told me that he has been to Taiwan 53 times!!
Unbelievable!!)

When it comes to Okinawa, | strongly suggest that if you have a chance to visit Okinawa, you
should do some marine sports such as snorkeling, diving, swimming and something like that!
The beach | visited in Zamamijima (EEf&#k & one of Okinawa’s outer islands) was simply
stunning , and besides, the view underseas was breathtaking! However, Okinawa has a bad
public transport network. There’s a monorail in Nanashi(3& 1) only, and other areas have
nothing but bus stations. So most residents have their own cars, and I’'m no exception. I rented a
car for 20,000 Japanese dollars a month, and I think that it was very cheap and worth to rent it.
But I’d suffered car accident twice and that was so terrible because you have to communicate
with police and insurance company in foreign language! So please be careful when you rent a
car in foreign country!

The courses in University of Ryukyu were separated into two programs, STRP and URSEP.
What | chose is STRP, it was kind of all Japanese teaching (URSEP is all English teaching). And
you’ll be distributed into your own level class. Like A, B1, B2, C1 and C2 (C2 is the highest
class). You must to take more than 7 courses (=10 credits, 1 course is 1.5credits). | think 7
courses won’t take you too much time and you can even gently enjoy your aboard life!

| took three part-time jobs during my exchange period. Work in Japanese workplace was a
precious experience to me, because you can truly use what you learn in textbooks, and figure out
that all the thing in textbooks is useless. What you can rely on is literally yourself. The jobs gave
me lots of pressure to push me improve my Japanese conversation skills. So even the jobs took
me a lot of time but | had no regret for what | chose.

| also took part in some clubs, like dancing club, sanshin (traditional instrument of Okinawa)
club and Chinese club. That was good chances to make Japanese friends! Moreover, you can



experience the real Japanese campus culture through these clubs! So | suggest that you should
join some clubs instead of staying at dorm.

In summary, thanks to my university that gave me a chance to study abroad. That was a valuable
experience in my life. | made many foreign friends and the memories with these friends is my
most precious treasure.



