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From 2021 September-2022 April , I went on an exchange in University of Victoria (Short for UVic ) , on
Vancouver island , where you can take 1.5 hr ferry from mainland British Columbia.

UVic the campus itself it’s beautiful, where the facilities are pretty complete , for example you can have
dental/normal clinic on campus , printers , foodBank , gym and swimming pool ,mental health Center , or
even cinema and bar for hanging out with friends .

During my exchange, I mainly chose the courses that were related to my study (Oceanography) however it
was not that easy to choose all the courses I wanted (due to the course-choosing system and the
prerequisites for the courses )

But I managed to choose Ecology, biological oceanography, geological Oceanography , Climate change
and geophysics etc .

My favorite part of the UVic courses was that many required students to have 2-3 hours lab per week , so
besides normal lectures, you got the chance to learn some practical skills.

For instance, my favourite lab was Biological Oceanography, in which lab we took samples from the
seawater (cruise trip ) and brought them back to the lab and did some ,, experiment ,, with it .

In the end, we needed to write a 20-25 pages stations profile for the Saanich Inlet (where the samples
came from ) which was difficult for me as a non-English native writer but from the lab, I not only learned
some cool skills for analyzing the samples but also learned some practical skill on English paper writing.
(Which I also learned a lot in Cell biology class )

In this exchange, I also learned to deal with everything on my own behalf, since Canada is not as
convenient as Taiwan sometimes ( no 24 hrs convenience store, no scooter driving, the police system isn‘t
that flexible, and the price in Canada is really high ... so you needed to figure it out some ways to save
some money ) . Also , i was the only Taiwanese students for that exchange program for the whole year , I
learned to step out of my comfort zone , seek help on my own and push myself to meet other people that
share different backgrounds.

However, the best part of my exchange was meeting different people from different places. Like I
mentioned , [ was the only Taiwanese for the program , but it gave me the opportunity and the courage to
know other students from other countries. I was an student ambassador back in my home uni, so it was not
that hard for me , but this time 1 was in somewhere I wasn’t familiar with.

But in the end , people I traveled with mainly were Europeans, I got to know there cultures and many
languages, I learned how to accept different opinions and embrace the culture differences I encountered .
Regardless,] met many life-time friends despite the distance, some home I could visit when I stepped on
Europe.(which I did already !)



