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Located in Philadelphia, although Temple University doesn’t have a typical large campus compared to
traditional American universities, it has attractively diverse architectural styles. Buildings facing N Broad
St are more vintage European style. Inside the buildings are dark-brown solid wood floors and high dome
ceilings, with dazzling large crystal chandeliers and stained-glass windows. The main academic building
distributed in the middle of the campus is more modern, and the internal teaching facilities and classroom
design are also very beautiful and practical; most areas of the library can be chatted, and only the
innermost part of the top floor is a quiet area; I like to study in a quiet area (because it is much easier to fall
asleep ha-ha); if you need to use a computer for daily study, and your laptop is running too slow to
suffocate, Tech Center has countless Dells and Macs to choose from.

During an exchange semester at Temple, I took four courses, namely French II, Introduction to Marketing,
Problem Solving in Science, and Intro to Digital Design Tools. The common features of these four courses
are that the professors are very friendly, the classroom atmosphere tends to be relaxed and active, the
number of students is basically 20 to 30, and the knowledge of the professors is not difficult (of course, it
is also related to the courses I choose). I feel that the biggest difference between college education in the
United States and Taiwan is the course grading. In the United States, the grading is evenly distributed
among the assignments, quizzes, mid-term and final exams, and reports of a semester; in Taiwan, it is the
opposite, although the grading mechanism includes some weekdays. Practices, quizzes, mid-term and final
exams usually account for the largest proportion, which leads to the situation where there are basically no
tasks after class, but there is not enough time before the mid-term and final exams. As far as [ am
concerned, although I started writing practice almost every day after class this semester in the United
States, there are not only homework for the day, but also small projects for a week. Compared with the
non-mid-term and end-of-term in Taiwan, it is indeed busy. But it is precisely because of the timely review
and consolidation of exercises that I feel that the knowledge I have learned is more solid. In the first three
years of studying in Taiwan, I achieved a very good GPA, but because I only reviewed it completely before
the test and lacked practice on weekdays, frankly speaking, there was not much knowledge left in my mind
after each test.

In addition to on-campus study, the International Office of Temple also organizes some activities, such as
the weekly International Coffee Hour with the theme of various countries, with a relaxed atmosphere, and
the free buffet provides the classic cuisine of the theme country for the week, allowing students to Learn
about the country's culture. In addition, the picnic at the beginning of the semester and the trip to the Six
Flag amusement park in the middle of the semester can also help everyone get to know each other better.
At the end of the semester, the International Office held a simple Departure Party to see everyone off. In
addition, during spring break, I also traveled to Los Angeles and San Francisco with a group of Taiwanese
classmates to experience the cultural differences between the east and west coasts. I still remember that
afternoon at Laguna Beach. There was a vast green space next to the endless ocean. On the beach,
everyone was playing beach volleyball. Under the setting sun, some parents accompanied their children on
the swings. Just sitting on the grass in a daze is very comfortable.

I gained a lot from this exchange

1. Makes me more confident in my English speaking. In the past, I always felt that my pronunciation was
not good, and I didn’t dare to take on some tasks that require high English speaking. However, during the
exchange process, my speaking received many praises from people and even professors, which made me
more confident in myself.

2. This exchange allowed me to live alone for the first time. Because eating out is expensive, [ often have
to cook by myself, which forces me to manage my money and time.

3. From the very beginning, I planned to go abroad to study in graduate school. This exchange abroad
made me know that I like the American culture and teaching mode, and I have no problem with my
studies. I am more certain about the graduate school to study in the United States. Also, one of the
professors in my course offered to help with writing letters of recommendation, which is really
appreciated.



Thoughts and suggestions:

It is recommended that students who want to go to Temple University for exchange can look for related FB
clubs or IG accounts. Perhaps because of the cooperation between the school and Asian schools, there are
many students from mainland China and Taiwan in the school. It seems that there is also a student union in
Taiwan and a WeChat public account for mainland students. In fact, a lot of information can be obtained
through these student organizations, but I didn't think of using these resources at the time. I only had to
find rental information on the Internet, which was relatively difficult and unfamiliar.

If you are a student who wants to go to the United States to study in the United States like me, you can
take the initiative to interact with the teacher in the classroom, go to the professor's office hours to chat
after class, and even if you have determined the direction of the research institute, you can choose the
course of the research major. , actively strive to be able to do project research with the teacher, and so on.
One of my regrets during the exchange was not striving to work on more academic achievement. If you
can successfully make some achievements with the teacher, it will be of great help in terms of personal
experience or applying for research institutes.

In addition, in terms of accommodation, although living on campus is much more expensive and there is
no personal space, it is possible to make more friends and there is no trouble of lease. I live in Beech
International Village. Because of the lease issue, even if [ have returned to Taiwan, I still need to pay two
more months of rent, which is not far from the price of living on campus.





