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I’ve participated in a tandem program during the semester. It is a system whereby two speakers of different
languages meet or communicate to learn each other’s language. I highly recommend this program for those
who had learned basic French before but still want to improve it through communication in verbal. Also,
this exchange is more than just about learning a language, it is a human and cultural experience, which |
can benefit from in all aspects. At EDHEC, there’s students from many countries, speaking a variety of
languages. Native French speakers, visiting students or bilingual French students would able to build a
partnership and which could be fun and enriching. For example, me and my partner usually meet once a
week for 2 hours. We choose the place for meeting such as school, café or bubble tea store. We speak half
the time in one language and then switch to the other. We can correct or add additional information for
every pronunciation, grammar or vocabulary. Obviously, a language exchange with a native speaker is one
of the best ways to practice conversation, learn colloquialisms, and develop a friendship with a person
from another culture.
I still have some suggestions for those who would also like to take exchange plan in French. First of all,
language would be the most important consideration. Studying abroad gives you the chance to fully engage
yourself in learning the language of your host country. For me, I have learned French for one year before
going to France. However, it still a problem when I want to communicate with the native speaker in
French. They always speak in a fast pace and usually there's way more connecting words than your
thought. At first, I often got embarrassing when I had problem in understanding. After a few months, I
realize that having problem in understanding when I talk in a totally different language is no more a big
deal. Because I'm a foreigner, using a new language and having problems in communicate are just a
normal thing that people don't mind usually. The other suggestion is that be aware of the transportation in
Europe. There's lots of regulations and so many delay problems in daily life. Every time when you get into
a new place, you definitely should do enough homework to avoid the potential problem. For example, you
may be fined if you buy the wrong tickets or didn't show the discount card right away when someone is
checking it.
Otherwise, taking different alternative plans due to the delay issue is also essential when you travel around.
However, it's a great opportunity to see parts of the world you might not have otherwise visited and the
experience can teach you a lot about different cultures.



