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26-1 School Introduction

Pukyong National University (PKNU) is a university in Busan, South Korea, formed in
1996 from the merger of two national universities with long history, the National Fisheries
University of Busan, and the Busan National University of Technology. The university has
two campuses, Daeyeon-dong and Yongdang-dong, situated near the coastal district
of Nam-gu. At present, there are around 27,000 students and 544 professors across the two
campuses. PKNU has a traditional focus on fisheries sciences and other maritime fields, and
has extensive facilities for Marine and Technology studies. Although primarily a fisheries
university, PKNU is also good at the fields of Engineering and Science now.

26-2 Courses Learning ( Intra-curricular )

The course hour in Korea is different from Taiwan. It has 75 minutes a class or 50
minutes a class. Moreover, one course is often divided into two days, but it all depends on the
choices of professors. I have to say that I like the teaching way in Taiwan more because I can
have more free time to do anything I want after the classes.

My purposes of being an exchange student are understanding the culture and society of
Korea, and learning Korean at the same time. I originally chose three courses — University
Korean, Current Issues on Korean Society Il and Understanding Korean Culture(Il), but after
I took the language class, I found that I couldn’t understand 70 percent of the content,
therefore I decided to learn Korean by myself. It was not a good experience because the
school didn’t have any language grading test for exchange students, and due to the rule, I had
to make a decision whether I should continue taking the course in the first few weeks. All in
all, I finally took two courses. The following is the content of two courses:

€ Current Issues on Korean Society II (3 credits) — A+

This course is taught in English. There were students from many countries. The content
is about Korean society issues, such as the relationship between North and South Korea,
immgrants, plastic surgery, and population, etc.

Every week, we had different topic. Professor would give us personal assignments and
group tasks before lecturing. After ending one topic, we would watch a related movie, and
then hand in a worksheet. This kind of teaching way is very good. I can learn a lot but won’t
have too much pressure at the same time. I really recommend this course for those who will
go to PKNU.

€ Understanding Korean Culture(II ) (3 credits) — A+

This course is taught in Chinese. It talks about the traditional Korean culture and custom,
including foods, drinking culture, hanbok, hanok and historic buildings, etc. In this class,
professor would give us lectures, and sometimes play the video clips about the topic.

The culture of Korea is deeply influenced by China, thus, professor often compared the
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differences between Korea and China. One of the most impressive things I had learned is that
due to the influence of Confucianism, Korea became a conservative country, especially strict
to women. That’s why the social state of women is low. After this course, I understood more
about Korean culture. I recommend this course for those who are interested in Korean culture
and history.

26-3 Life Learning ( Extra-curricular )

It was the first time I came to other country by myself. Every simple thing I met became
difficult because of the language barrier and different habit. So I learned from daily life.

PKNU has a student organization called “I-FRIEND”. I- FRIEND holds a variety of
activities. In my free time, [ would participate in the activities. I had taken part in many
activities like fish cake making, having Korean traditional tea, and playing bowling with
Korean friends. It was very interesting to experience these kinds of activities.

In addition to participating in events, I used my free time to have a look around
frequently. At first, [ was afraid of getting lost, so I usually went outside with my roommate.
Gradually, I found that if I prepared well, it’s not a big problem to go outside alone. Among
all the trips, the most meaningful one to me was went to Daegu. In Daegu, I traveled alone. I
saw a lot of beautiful scenery and shared my experiences with travelers. Through this journey,
I felt I become braver than before, meanwhile, I learned more about how to plan a trip. Thus,
having a trip can not only just have fun, but it can also make oneself grow up. Every day, you
can get different harvest from life.

26-4 The Benefit of Exchange

1. Learn more about Korean society, culture, and the traditional etiquette.
2. Improve the ability of language and communication.

3. Communicate with people from different countries.

4. Intensify the ability of planning and thinking.

5. Foster the independent personality.

26-5 Reflection and Suggestion

Being an exchange student for four months is like a dream. Although I often felt anxious
about dealing with many formalities, I never regretted for exchange. I got a lot of memories
from this journey . I also became braver. I will never forget these beautiful memories. As to
the suggestion, language is very important, so those who want to be an exchange student
should learn some Korean before going. Besides, if you want to learn fast, you can choose
less famous university because less people can speak Chinese. Last but not least, you must be
an exchange student once!



