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Utrecht University is a university town located in the fourth populated city in the Netherlands and the
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central station in Utrecht is the most sizable train station in the country, which is convenient for passengers
to transfer by train, bus or tram to other cities. There are a lot of areas belonging to the campus. If you see a
university flag, the buildings are the Utrecht University. The buildings of old campus are scattered in the city
center while the new campus, including the international campus and the science park, require traveling
there by bus or tram. The university owns two libraries. One of them is in the city center, and the other is in
the science park. There are also cafeterias in each campus. Overall, female students make up two-thirds of
all the students, and most students are white people. It is really difficult to meet an Asian or other races of
people.
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Utrecht University is the top comprehensive university in the Netherlands. The reason why I choose this
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university is the courses in the faculty of the Humanities. My aim is to take courses related to linguistics. In
Europe, the languages are abundant, so there are innumerable linguistics researchers as well. Fortunately, I
was honored to get enrolled as a student in faculty of the Humanities. The other fields of studies and courses
are diverse, and the flat mates living with me have different majors, including education, sociology, law,
biology, physics, and so on. Except for the medical science, most of the courses are available for exchange
students. The variety of courses is impressive. The academic year is divided into two semesters and four
periods. I went there in the spring semester. Every student is recommended to take two courses, 7.5 credits
for one course, in each period. Some courses contain the lecture sections and the seminar sections.
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One of the most important skills to study abroad is cooking. Compared with other European countries, the

average price of eating out is high in the Netherlands, and most of the foods do not suit Asians’ taste.
Therefore, making foods on your own is a better choice. I lived in a share house with 11 flat mates, which
we share one kitchen and two toilets. We sometimes held cooking party. The place I lived was very close to
the local market, jumbo. If I was lack of some materials or ingredients, I could get them as soon as possible.
As for the transportation, I could go to school on foot or by bus most of the time, so I did not buy a bike.
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In the experience of my exchange to Utrecht University, I was satisfied and disappointed with the courses.
Some professors were dedicated to their teaching while some professors did not care whether the students
understood or not. One of the courses I took was horrible to international students when they designed the
assignments. However, [ was happy that I took a great linguistic course because the professors answered my
question in the office hour and my Dutch partners did a group project with me. This exchange was worth it
not only because of the traveling but also for the local experience.
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Taking the course in the vast lecture hall in the

campus of city center which is next to the library
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Located in the city center, the campus building is

flagged.



