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Before I actually go abroad, I always think that the threshold for studying abroad is very high, or the
financial ability of the family must be allowed. However, being an exchange student does not need to worry
about the problem that the tuition fees abroad are very expensive. Basically I only need to pay for living
expenses or additional expenses such as travel expenses. Therefore, I believe that studying abroad is not a
difficult thing. It depends on whether I have taken action to practice it. When I really want to achieve a goal,
I will spend a lot of effort and time to complete it.

After I left Taiwan and went to France, I found that the life in a foreign country is very different from
what I imagined at the beginning, so there are a lot of discomforts. After a week abroad, my school life

came next. Because the education system in France is different from that in Taiwan, it was a great impact on
me. The courses were full every day, from 8 am to 6pm. Although the courses were taught in English, each
teacher had a strong accent. It took me a long time to get used to it.

The second discomfort was the social life. In foreign countries, students usually seized time to have
fun so that there were many activities. In order to learn more about foreign cultures, I tried the best to
participate in these activities. But at the beginning, I always felt that I could not fit in these activities. I
reckoned not only because of language problems, but also because of cultural differences. At the gatherings,
other foreign students could always join in at ease. Compared with Asian students, the foreign students were
more actively. After recognizing a few friends, I gradually felt more comfortable and enjoy the atmosphere.

What made me the most uncomfortable with was the work efficiency of the French. In French, people
mainly paid by credit card, therefore I must had a French bank account. It took two months from the
beginning of the application to the actually getting the card. In addition, I applied for housing subsidies. It
also took me about six months. During this process, I gradually developed my patience, but I still could not
bear this kind of work efficiency.

During the period of going abroad, I learned how to distribute the time was very important. Because
living abroad made me become more independent, I had to do many things by myself every day such as
cooking and washing. Eating out was not as convenient as in Taiwan and the food in France were very
expensive. As a result, [ had to cook the dinner every day. Moreover, I washed my clothes by hand because
the laundry fee was too expensive to me. These routines took me a lot of time. Almost all the time left in the
day could only be used to sleep. Therefore, distributing time was very important. This was also a very big
part of my growth in the past six months. In the past, I always procrastinated to the last moment, but now I

become more proactive and completed everything as soon as possible. Although the schedule was full every



day, it was very fulfilling and happy.

I was very glad that I had this opportunity to go abroad, and I really cherished this opportunity to
experience the life abroad, including making friends from many countries and spending a lot of time
visiting places which I have always wanted to go. Over the past few months, I not only enhanced my
professional competence and foreign language but also made great progress in ability and life knowledge.
Besides, when I studied abroad, I also decided my future goal. I would grasp this experience and become a

major nutrient for future life.




