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Utrecht University is one of the most popular universities in the Netherlands, and is
located in one of the most convenient cities. The buildings of the school is scattered
around the old town area, along with other campuses that are built slightly further from
the city center. The university provides abundant resources and is elite in all different
fields. One of the most impressive thing was that the school had its own museum and
collections of antiquities. In one of the courses that I took, we even got to hold the
antiquities ourselves! As most of my classes took place in the city center, [ was able to ride
along the canals and enjoy the view along the way. The auditorium is even connected to a
church, and that one time ['ve been in there for orientation was simply impressive. There
is also a gym near the main library, and the other sport fields are easily accessible by bus.
On the way to a further campus, there was also a world heritage—Rietveld Schroder
House. Even though it was built more than one hundred years ago, it still looks really
modernized today.

Utrecht city is located in the middle of the Netherlands, which allows one to easily
travel to other cities and countries. It is prosperous, yet still serene in a sense. It’s not as
crowded as Amsterdam, but everything is still very convenient. Since the city popularity is

mostly composed of students, it is relatively safer in general.
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First of all, the academic year is divided into four blocks in total, with each class only
lasting for six to eight weeks, including midterms, finals, reports, and presentations.
Additionally, the reading load is significantly more than what I've experienced in Taiwan.
Although it is very stressful in the beginning, it forced me to arrange my schedules
carefully and stick to it. This helped me developed a good habit and gave me a great sense

of achievement.
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During my exchange, I didn‘t join any clubs or participated in too many social events,
but [ managed to make a few close friends during the few months I stayed there. I met
most of them during class and we started to get to know each other better. Gradually, we
hung out together and eventually became really good friends. I even befriended an Italian

restaurant owner because I went to his restaurant so much.

As for events held for exchange students, one of the biggest ought to be Buddy go



Dutch. The whole process seems like a speed dating event, which was not that enjoyable
for me, but it is a good opportunity to meet with a lot of people in a short amount of time.

Besides from Utrecht, I did travel to other places with my friends from Taiwan who
were on exchange in Europe as well. Going traveling together not only allowed us to bond,
but it also trained us in many aspects. Incidents often happen before and during the trip,
and sometimes even after. There was this one time when my friend and I planned to go to
Austria during the New Year’s holiday, and our flight was cancelled five minutes before we
arrived at the airport. The experience was very nerve-wrecking, but at the same time we
had to make the best decisions immediately. Even if the trip was slightly delayed, we
managed to have a good time in the end and that whole incident became a precious
memory itself.

If you enjoy visiting museums, The annual museum card is definitely worth it. With
this card in hand, you won’t need to pay extra fee in most museums. The card itself also
serves as a souvenir for you to keep. I also recommend renting a bike since it is the most
popular form of transportation for the Dutch people, and it can take you on an adventure

to explore the corners of the city.
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Going on exchange was not originally planned, but was one of the best decisions that
I've ever made in my life. I did not expect to be granted this amazing opportunity, and I
was lucky enough to get a chance to go on exchange to the Netherlands. Since I've lived in
Europe before, adapting to the culture and lifestyle was not a problem for me; however,
this is the first time I've been away from my family for such a long period of time. The
biggest trouble [ came across during the preparation was finding an accommodation.
Because Utrecht has so many students, it’s very difficult to find housing. My friends and I
started looking from May and did not manage to find one until we got there ourselves. |
remember moving in two days before school started, and many more stayed in hostels
even in school has already started. Nostalgia cam much later than expected because I was
busy dealing with all sorts of problems when I first got there. The academic environment
is very different from that of Taiwan and it took me a while to get on track.

Many people told me that going on exchange was like going on a long vacation
abroad, but I do not agree with that. In my opinion, going on exchange was not just about
having fun. I treated my courses with care even if the results weren’t ideal, and learned a
lot during the process. Even if there’s still many place I didn’t get a chance to visit, I still
went to many places during these seven months.

Finally, the most unforgettable part of my exchange was when it was forced to end
because of the pandemic. I only had one week to deal with everything from phone bills to
housing, and the whole process was nothing but anxious. There’s no denying that there
was much frustration; however, I have to admit that it was simply a unique and impressive

memory of mine.
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This was taken on my trip to London with my
friends. We went to an English breakfast place
where they call out your name when your
order is ready.
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This photo was taken on my second visit to the Van
Gogh museum, and the exhibition was definitely
worth a second visit. There are also markets and o7
live music near the area which was one of the

highlights of mv trip to Amsterdam.
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This is the Rietveld Schréder House which [

pass through every time I go to school. It’s

amazing how it still seems so modern even

after a century.
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I went on a trip with my friend to Berlin, and
was lucky enough to meet up with my old
classmate, who happened to be working in
Berlin. And because there were Christmas
markets, the city seemed even more vibrant!
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This was our trip to Salzburg for New year’s
holiday. Our flight was cancelled last minute,
but that was also a very unforgettable
experience.
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This was the last photo I took with my friend
before leaving the Netherlands. This is the

auditorium where we first met.




