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Portland Sate University is a public research university, located in Portland, Oregon, the U.S.A. It is small
but it is new and beautiful. I like the outdoor program in this university the most. Even if Oregon is a state
with a lot of natural wonders, a lot of local people do not get a chance to visit them. However, Portland
Sate University offers students the best camping, climbing, and all kinds of outdoor equipment, and even
programs so that students can get to know Oregon better.

Being an exchange student is the best decision I've ever made. Due to the exchange program, I found out a
lot of secret super power about myself. If I were still in Taiwan, finishing my bachelor on time, my life
would be completely different from what it is now.

In Taiwan, most people are not that into outdoor activities, such as backpacking. But in Oregon, everyone
loved it and was always willing to travel with me. Thus, I got a lot of opportunities to explore Oregon.
Also, I gained the rock climbing and snow camping skills, which are something I can hardly learned in
Taiwan. My friends in the US always say I am very independent and adaptive. I found this during my
backpacking trips.

Last spring, I took a course, Biogeography. I always paid attention to the class, and discussed the materials
with the professor. Due to my good work, the professor introduced me to an organization, ONDA (Oregon
Natural Desert Association). I got the first opportunity to travel to desert. In the four days field trip, I
learned to photograph and monitor pronghorns in the deserts. Those experiences are very special.

In school, I did encounter some difficulties in classes. There was a class requiring tons of readings,
discussions, and presentations. It was very hard for me because it was pretty different from the courses I
had back in Taiwan. Thus, I forced myself to spend extra time on that course, started to read and prepare
the discussions way earlier than others. Also, I contacted my professor to catch up on the difficult parts.
Further, I made the first move and talked to other classmates. I found a lot of Americans look very
indifferent at first but once you are friends with them, they are very helpful. Thus, I eventually did very
well in that class. []

In addition, I learned how to cook good food in the US. Since everything is very expensive in the US, I
always cook dinner with my friends. We tried to make Mexican, American, Japanese, and German food.
They save us a lot of money and they are delicious.

Overall, I experienced and learned so many things in the US. Those experiences are all very precious and
unforgettable and made me want to live abroad again in the future.



